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Cover: Hammer time 


Construction is at its hottest right now—in more ways than one. 


Photographed on location by Simon Burroughs. 
Steve appears courtesy of Grant Models. 


Pursuing his 
dream is the 
driving force 
behind Northwest 
NASCAR driver 
Darin James’ 
success. 
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It's been a banner 
year for Don and 
Brian, the newest 
hosts of Kelowna’s 
The Flags 
guesthouse. 


Calgary’s housing market is 
1exploding with new and exciting 
possibilities—here are a few 
of our picks. 
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April 19, 2001 
To: Editors, Outlooks 


I am writing this in response to the article 
‘Denialists and the Durban Declaration,” 
published in the April 2001 edition of 
Outlooks. I encourage you to also publish this 
response in the spirit of open discussion and 
debate that was endorsed in its opening 
paragraph, which notes the importance of 
“discussion and debate.” On the question of 
whether HIV causes AIDS, in my opinion, 
there is currently far too much public silence 
interrupted only occasionally by spurts of 
rhetoric. 

I suppose that I am a “Denialist,” 
although I dislike this derogatory term. I do 
question whether HIV is the cause of AIDS. I 
question whether the benefits of antiviral 
drugs outweigh their side effects. I question 
whether drugs based on the theory that a virus 
is causing this disorder are effective. I 
question whether medicine should be driven 
by the patient’s “numbers” (such as CD4 
counts or viral load) instead of by their health. 
I question whether HIV tests are accurate. I 
question whether AIDS reflects one disease or 
many. I question much, but I try not to deny 
anything, at least not without solid scientific 
evidence. 

The term “Denialist” subtly implies that 
those who support the HIV=AIDS=death 
concept are scientific, whereas those who 
oppose it are irrational. The Durban 
Declaration is a good example that quite the 
opposite is often true. When Simon Wain- 
Hobson of the Pasteur Institute sent an email 
[1] around drumming up 5,000 signatures he 
made two points clear: 

Signatories had to have “major university 
qualifications.” 

Signatories were encouraged to sign even 
if “HIV/AIDS is not your area.” 

In other words, the Durban Declaration 
was an attempt to use scientific status, not 
scientific debate, to silence dissenting views. 
The process of having 5,000 scientists sign the 
same statement of dogma is _ totally 
unscientific. It has more in common with 
statements of loyalty to a country or religious 
faith than with scientific discourse. 

In response to this catechism, two 
colleagues and I have put together a more 
heavily referenced rebuttal to the Durban 
Declaration (which can be found at 
http://www.thedurbandeclaration.org). We 
encourage you to review both documents and 
decide which one makes the most sense. 

Who are these three people that decided 
that 5,000 scientists were wrong? Robert 
Johnston is a gay man and one of the founders 
of HEAL Toronto, one of that rare specie—an 
HIV/AIDS organization that does not 
promote pharmaceutical solutions ahead of all 
others. After more than a decade being 
labelled (as he describes it) HIV-positive, he 
is in extremely good health, without ever once 
having taken antiviral medications. Matt 
Irwin is a medical doctor who is particularly 
interested in alternative health care and the 
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effects of nutrition and stress on personal 
health. As for myself, I have a university 
education in Biology and Mathematics and, as 
an environmentalist, I am very concerned 
about the exposure of modem humans to 
chemicals, whether in the form of pesticides, 
pollution, recreational drugs or 
pharmaceuticals. 

One of the. most thought-provoking 
aspects of AIDS is that, for all the assertions 
that HIV is the absolute, undisputable cause, it 
has been agreed for several years that one of 
the first two diseases found in 
AIDS—Kaposi’s Sarcoma—is now believed 
to be definitely not caused by HIV[2]. 
Although there is a strong association with 
this skin disorder and the use of nitrite 
inhalant drugs [3], the disease is now blamed 
by most on Human Herpes Virus 8 (also 
known as Kaposi’s Sarcoma Herpes Virus, 
just to ensure that the connection is made). 
The only problem is the evidence that this 
virus is involved is rather weak [4]. The virus 
has never been purified, so it is possible that 
the genetic material used to ‘detect’ it is 
actually some poorly understood genetic 
change that occurs more commonly in 
Kaposi’s Sarcoma lesions than elsewhere. 
Furthermore, the virus (if that is what it is) is 
found in many healthy people, including a 
high percentage of schoolchildren in Egypt 
where Kaposi’s Sarcoma is quite rare [5], and 
in most of a sample of healthy Italians [6]. 

Even so, Kaposi’s Sarcoma is still 
included as one of the main AIDS-defining 
diseases. This requires some mental 
gymnastics: HIV must cause immune 
deficiency, which is the only way that HHV8 
can replicate, but this does not explain HIV- 
negative men with Kaposi’s Sarcoma nor the 
virtual absence of Kaposi’s Sarcoma in other 
AIDS risk groups, such as IV drug abusers 
and hemophiliacs. 

A much better explanation for Kaposi’s 


Sarcoma is that it is due to the excessive use 
of nitrate inhalants. These drugs have been 
marketed almost entirely to the gay male 
community, and many are unaware that they 
are highly immunosuppressive and 
carcinogenic. This is where organizations 
such as AIDS Calgary are betraying their 
community. By focusing entirely on HIV, they 
are withholding information about other 
health risks. 

It is always difficult for a community, 
particularly one that has experienced a great 
deal of hostility and outright hatred, to look 
inwards at its own problems. But, reviewing 
early scientific literature on AIDS shows that 
drug use was virtually 100 percent among 
those gay men who got this terrifying disease. 
This does not mean that all gay men are drug 
users. The heterosexual community also has a 
very large drug problem, the main difference 
being the absence of the use of nitrates. 

AIDS is much more complex than just 
nitrate inhalants and Kaposi’s Sarcoma. Part 
of the problem is that, by lumping thirty 
different diseases together under one label and 
pretending that they all have a single cause, it 
is very difficult for people labelled as HIV- 
positive to determine what their true risk 
factors for health are. 

I am totally convinced, after having read 
hundreds of scientific papers on the subject, 
that HIV is not the sole cause of AIDS, and 
quite possibly not even a contributing factor. I 
am willing to debate my views in any forum 
against anyone who believes that they can 
defend the HIV=AIDS=death theory. Let the 
debate begin! 


Regards, 

David R. Crowe 

President 

Alberta Reappraising AIDS Society 
Direct line: +1-403-289-6609, 
Email: David.Crowe@aras.ab.ca 


We want your lefters. Sign your name and include your 
address and phone number. All letters are subject to 
editing—and please, no more than 400 words. Write to: 
Outlooks, Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave. SW, Calgary 
AB T2T OB2 
or email outlooks@cadvision.com 
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Outlooks is looking for bright, motivated and committed people in the following areas: 
* Outpost reporting in Halifax * Outpost reporting in Ottawa * Outpost reporting in 
Regina or Saskatoon * An editorial assistant: duties include producing In The News 

stories and some Calgary features, as well as proofreading issues prior 
to press time. * We are also looking to expand our stable of writers and an 
“Out&About” photographer in Vancouver. Writing assignments could include further 
Outpost rotation or the writing of special features. 
Honourarium paid to all contributors 


Please forward resumes by e-mail to: editor@outlooks.ab.ca. Please note that, due to 
the sheer volume of response we receive, only those who qualify will be contacted 
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We have a winner! 


EDMONTON APPOINTMENT 


For the past six months, Steve 
Welland and his partner Dave Thompson 
have been contributing our Edmonton 
“Out and About” photos. No doubt some 
of you have met them as they went around 
to various functions in Edmonton. We are 
now pleased to announce that Fred Dicker 
has joined Outlooks’ Edmonton team as 
Manager of Public Relations for the city. 
Fred is well known to many of our readers 
in Edmonton after his extensive years of 
community service, and we are pleased 
that he will act as our representative to 
help the Edmonton community benefit 
from everything Outlooks has to offer. 
You can contact Fred at (780) 447-3006 or 
by email at edmonton@outlooks.ab.ca. 
Make sure you connect with him and 
discuss your concerns or plans for 
activities happening in Edmonton in the 
future. He’ll do his best to assist you in 


By Roy Heale 


every way. 


OVERWHELMING RESPONSE 


details as possible in 
order for you to make 
plans to celebrate in 
your city or during your 
travels across the 
country. You may want 
to plan your summer 
vacation to take in the 
Pride activities in 
Vancouver, Toronto or 
Montreal, as well as in 
your own home town. 


Don’t forget that 
May is census month, 
when our federal 
government takes an 
important head-count 
of citizens everywhere 
in Canada. For the first § 
time in a Canadian 
census you will be 
asked a question about 
same-sex status. Make 
sure you answer this 


Our fourth anniversary readers 
contest was an overwhelming success, 
with just over 2000 entries from all 


question, as the results will be confidential 
and many important decisions will be 
made based on the statistics that are 
available after the census. It’s important to 


be counted in onder for a anne to have 
an important role in future government, 
social and corporate planning. Count 
yourself in for a voice in your future. 


across Canada. It just goes to prove that 
a summer vacation is high on everyone’s 
priority list at this time of year. The 
winner of the airline tickets for two to 
London, England, courtesy of the Gay 
Travel Experts.com and $1000.00 cash 
from Outlooks was Ken Werstuik of 
Calgary. When we asked Ken who he 
will be taking with him, he said he hadn’t 
decided yet and is still getting over the 
shock of winning. Congratulations to 
Ken and thanks to all of our loyal readers 
who took the time to enter our 
anniversary contest. Watch for a very 
special letter from the Outlooks 
Millennium Community Foundation to 
arrive in your mailbox early in July. In 
the meantime, enjoy your own summer 
vacation wherever you decide to spend it. 


VAS DICKER 
PRIDE ON THE HORIZON 


Next month will launch the first 
round of annual Pride celebrations across 
Canada, as Calgary and Edmonton hold 
their Pride Week festivities. Our June 
issue will focus on a guide to Pride 
activities across Canada, with as many 
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Darin James: rainbow racer 


Just over a month ago, I received a 
faxed story suggestion from two gentlemen 
who worked at SMED International. They 
brought my attention to a friend of theirs, 
Darin James, who races cars in the 
Northwest division of the NASCAR circuit. 
He also happens to be gay. Not ever 
having had occasion to meet a gay racecar 
driver, I jumped at the chance to sit down 
face to face and have a bit of a chat. And 
chat we did. What follows is part of the 
quite lengthy conversation I had with 
James, just prior to his departure for yet 
another race. 


By David Crosson 


Outlooks: How did you get involved 
with NASCAR? 

James: | started motorcross racing 
when I was fifteen and did that for a few 
years until I got into cars. My dad raced 
cars. I worked my way up for a while, then 
took a few years off to start a sign shop here 
in Calgary. When I sold the sign shop I 
bought a tire store and then, after moving it 
over to Centre Street, I sold that, too. I kind 
of kept paying my way towards getting 
bigger and bigger in racing, following my 
dream even though everybody was down on 
me for it. 

Outlooks: So this has been a bit of a 
process, then? 

James: Yeah. Actually, I’ve had some 
great support here in Calgary. I started with 
street stock—which is a lower class of 
cars—here and in Cranbrook, and then last 
year I picked up a big contract with Pepsi 
out of Spokane, Washington. This year I’ve 
been picked up by Budweiser out of 
Calgary. This all helps money-wise, and 
then my own construction company foots 
the bill for the rest of the stuff. If I’m not 
working with my company and my guys 
then I’m on the road, racing. It’s just getting 
bigger and bigger. 

Outlooks: Would you want to focus on 
racing exclusively? 


HOME THEATRE 
& SATELLITE 
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James: I’d like to go full-time but, of 
course, financially I can’t afford to leave my 
business, and that’s what pays for all of this. 
Racing is a long-term goal; eventually I’d 
like to run with the normal NASCAR, but it 
takes a lot of money to do that. For now I 
just run with the NASCAR Northeast tour, 
which is about two steps ‘down.’ And the 
two steps that I have left aren’t easy—it’s 
not like you can just buy this, buy that and 
away you go. It’s a lot of hard work. 
Outlooks: Have you found that being 
gay is a factor in some of this ‘work’? 
James: Well, this is my number-one 
dream and I’ve always wanted to do it 
regardless of whether or not I’m gay. There 
are a few people at SMED and a few other 
places in town that have said, “Oh, you 
should be driving a little pink Volkswagen 
and living in an apartment downtown if 
you’re gay!” J actually get that a lot. I think 
that anyone should follow their dream—it 
really doesn’t matter who you sleep with. A 
lot of people struggle with the idea that if 
you’re gay, you’re not normal. Well, you 
are normal and you can live the life you 


908 Centre Street N 
Calgary 276-4606 


choose. 

Outlooks: Does it get to you, 
sometimes, having to defy other people’s 
stereotypes? 

James: I’ve had faxes and phonecalls 
to my office from people getting down on 
me for being a driver and being gay. Well, 
guess what? I’m both! I should have 
brought you some of the faxes I’ve 
received—they’re ridiculous! I’ve always 
been into construction and the heavy-duty 
end of things... I just like doing ‘guy’ stuff 
—riding my  Jet-ski, motorbiking, 
snowboarding. Sunday nights I play hockey 
and I love it. Doesn’t make me any less gay, 
though [Laughs]. 

Outlooks: Are you fairly open about 
your sexuality? 

James: I probably pushed it more last 
year with [the rainbow sticker] on the car. A 
lot of people knew what it was, but probably 
ninety-nine percent of the guys at the 
racetrack didn’t know. The ones who did 
usually came up and said, “Hey, that’s 
great!” Some others didn’t. I don’t hide it; 
if people ask me I tell them the truth. But, 
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you know, I’ve worked hard for this, I’ve 
worked my way up and I can be proud of 
what I’ve accomplished. I encourage 
anyone else to be as open as they can be. 

Outlooks: Are there any others like you 
on the race circuit? 

James: There are a couple of gay guys 
in Spokane that race, and I go out of my way 
to help them. I think it’s great what they’re 
doing. One of them is pretty “queeny,” and 
you can tell from a mile away. You can tell 
from the stands! I go out of my way to help 
him because I feel that if he’s brave enough 
to go out there and do something like that, 
he deserves all the help in the world. My 
company sponsors another couple of cars as 
well. 

Outlooks: Do you ever have concerns 
about your safety when you’re out there? 
Ever worry about some idiot messing with 
your car? 

James: I was only worried once, in 
Yakima, Washington, last year. I had a 
couple of people come up to me and there 
was a bit of a problem. They were 
threatening to “get me out of there” and hit 
me with their cars. And we played a little 
bit dirty back! [Laughs] Just because of who 
I go to bed with doesn’t mean I can’t hit 
them back on the track! But there are rules 
and regulations that have to be followed, 
and anything really bad can get people 
“black flagged” and thrown off the track. 
I’d actually be more worried about my 
safety here in Canada, rather than in the 
States. 

Outlooks: Really?! E 

James: Yeah—they love us down 
there. Gay or straight, it doesn’t seem to 
matter as much. In places like Vegas people 
go, “Oh, you’re gay? That’s cool! It’s good 
to see you out there!” Here, we’ve got a lot 
of rednecks and stuff. I always take copies 
of your paper with me down to the States 
and leave a few in the trailer. The fans are 
allowed in after the race for an autograph 


Continued on page 7 
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session and I always make sure there are a 
few around. 

Outlooks: Hey, thanks for the PR. Do 
you have a partner that you travel with? 

James: I did last year. This year I 
don’t—so far I’m going single. It was 
actually nice last year to have another half 
for support; somebody to hang out with and 
talk to. It helps a lot. I have my regular 
crew that comes with me, and they all know 
now. They’re all cool with it. The people 
that travel with me are my friends. 

Outlooks: How long have you had your 
own construction firm? 

James: Almost three years now, and 
it’s going really well. I find it a really easy 
business to run and operate. It has its 
struggles like anything else, but I’m doing 
really well right now. I’m looking at maybe 
selling it and doing another tire 
store—something that’s easier to leave and 
go racing. 

Outlooks: 
goals? 

James: This year, I can’t jump those 
two steps [to full-fledged NASCAR] 
quickly; that’s more like a three- or four- 
year goal. That all depends on sponsorship 
and meeting the right people at the right 
time. For example, the car I have now was 
a mere $90,000—with no motor! An engine 


What are your long-term 
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is roughly about $45,000, and last year I 
went through about eight. This year, I have 
eleven for back-up. As you can tell, it’s not 


cheap! 
Outlooks: But it’s worth it for you? 
James: Absolutely. I think it’s 


important for everybody to follow their 
dream and have the life they want to have. I 
try to make the best out of everything. I 
have cancer, and that’s my big struggle right 
now. This year I’ll be able to race. I went 
to Seattle for treatment and all these people 
offered money to help pay for it. The 
people at Boyztown offered to have a 
fundraiser, but I didn’t think that was a good 
idea. I don’t want people to feel sorry for 
me—lI just want to go on with my life and 
do the best I can do with what I have. It’s 
holding me back from a lot of things, but I 
just kind of take things one day at a time. 

Outlooks: Did you want that off the 
record? 

James: Nah. I’d say ninety-nine 
percent of the people in town know. People 
came to visit me in Seattle when I was in the 
hospital for almost a year and I’ve had a lot 
of support. 

Outlooks: How are you making out 
with it at this point? 

James: So far, so good. I’ve got to go 
back after this trip and we’re coming home 
up the Oregon coast through Seattle. I’ve 
had blood tests done and we’|I find out then. 
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Hopefully it’s gone, it’s done and things’ll 
work out. Next year I hope to race for 
cancer, raise some money or something. | 
didn’t want to push it too much, ‘cause I 
don’t want people to say, “Oh, we should 
support him because of this.” I want them 
to support me because of what I’m doing 
—and I like to support other people. The 
ones who get up in the morning and want to 
make something of their life. There are a lot 
of people who don’t do anything. People 
always say they never have a chance—well, 
make the chance. Make yourself available 
for the chance. 

Outlooks: Well, you’ve certainly not 
let anything get in the way of taking your 
chances. 

James: You know, I’ve had great 
support, too. I can’t thank the people at 
SMED and Chemtron enough. Chemtron 
footed an $80,000 bill for the hospital in 
Seattle last year. As of right now, things are 
looking good. If these tests come back 
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clean I only have to go back every five 
years. Hopefully I’m on the right track. 
And if I am, then I have bigger and better 
goals planned. My cancer was caught at an 
early stage and I believe that cancer can be 
beaten. Some days are hard, but for the 
most part the good days are exceeding the 
hard days. Like I said, hopefully I’m on the 
right track. 
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By Hugh Graham 


Big Brother is watching, but does he 
care who you sleep with? According to 
the friendly folks as Statistics Canada: 
no. 

May 15th is Census Day. This is the 
federally administered program under 
Statistics Canada, which collects data 
that affects virtually every facet of 
economic and social planning on a 
national scale. The federal government 
takes this roll call very seriously; by law 
you must answer the questionnaire. 

For the first time, this year’s federal 
census will include a question on same- 
sex couples. After the ratification of Bill 
C-23—which has now become the 
Modernization of Benefits Act— same- 
sex couples now fall under the same 
laws pertaining to heterosexuals living 
as common-law spouses. With the 
federal law in place and the first steps 
toward inclusion taken by many other 
provinces, Stats Can has broadened the 
definition of common-law couples. This 
basically means that for the first time, 
the federal government will know how 


Census-tive 


many of us are ‘living in sin.’ Leaving 
aside the issue of marriage as a currently 
unavailable option, Stats Can has begun 
to create a group of statistics that reflects 
the number of gay and lesbian couples 
across Canada. 

The inclusion of the same-sex 
couples question came after lobbying 
from the gay and lesbian community. 
Jerry Page of Census Canada describes 
this inclusion as a necessary one. 

“The census must reflect the social 
make-up of Canada if we are able to 
collect reliable data,” he says. 

Far from being a controversial 
measure, Page describes the process as 
merely one step in the ongoing evolution 
of Canadian society. “We did a national 
census test two years ago,” he says. “We 
received a lot of feedback from the gay 
and lesbian community as we attempted 
to include same-sex couples for the first 
time in a national survey. It’s data that 
can, and will, be used for a variety of 
purposes.” 

Be that as it may, even in the 
twenty-first century, sexuality can still 
be a sensitive issue. The days of outright 
persecution may have faded to an ugly 
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memory, but the possible abuse of this 
type of information does alarm quite a 
few people. 

Dale Sewell, Communications 
Officer for Statistics Canada describes 
Stats Can security measures as 
“complete and total—the only people 
who see the completed forms are the 
staff. After the data has been processed,” 
she says, “it is kept under lock and key 
for thirty-five years, after which some 
aspects become available to the public.” 
For those with concerns that this 
information could be used adversely in 
legal proceedings, Sewell says that 
“according to federal statutes, Stats 


Canada can not be subpoenaed into a 
court of law, CSIS [Canadian Security 
Intelligence Service], the RCMP and 
Parliament have absolutely no access to 
the information collected by the census.” 

So what will this mean? To begin 
with, it means that gay and lesbian 
couples are now truly part of the bigger 
picture. Reliable statistics on the number 
of long-term homosexual relationships 
can, and will, affect the perceptions and 
opinions of the public at large. This will 
be one of the first indications of the 
success or failure of Bill C-23 as a step 
towards inclusion into mainstream 
society. It means the gay and lesbian 
community is one step closer to being 
treated as citizens of Canada and 
counted as human beings and as equals 
under the law. 

Hugh Graham is an unrepentant 
Slacker, web writer and freelance 
journalist. He has written for a variety 
of local publications including the 
Calgary Straight and the late CORE! 
magazine. He currently sits on the 
board for the locally produced literary 
magazine fillingStation and is the co- 
founder of Leaddeli Media. 
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Ruling is about basic rights 


By Catherine Ford 
Reprinted with permission from 
The Calgary Herald 


The court ruling bouncing Alberta’s 
estate law has nothing to do with family 
values, the sanctity of marriage, male- 
female relationships or the price of tea in 
China. It has to do with human rights. 

It is no more complicated than that. 

Inevitably, though, such court rulings 
raise the hackles of a minority overly 
concermed that equal rights for homosexuals 
are special rights. 

While I don’t pretend to understand 
such fear, I acknowledge it exists. And 
while I similarly don’t accept the basis for 
the concern, there are far too many people 
who feel threatened to dismiss it out of hand. 

Nonetheless, tne time is coming when 
any law pretending some couples are more 
valid than others will have to be 
rewritten—and that likely includes any law 
limiting marriage. 

An Alberta Court of Queen’s Bench 
justice ruled unconstitutional the Alberta 
law that does not recognize same-sex 
couples as having equal rights of 
inheritance. In the wake of that ruling, it is 


clear all such laws will eventually fall, 
whether the Alberta government and its 
supporters like it or not. The sole 
qualification will be equal treatment. 

It is this statement that causes 
difficulty. Granting equal rights to 
homosexuals is somehow seen as “extra’”’ 
rights, as if such people are lesser citizens. 
And any law that says families must be 
comprised of a certain mix and gender of 
people will meet with a similar fate. 

It is not the sexuality of the couple that 
is a concern, it is the legality that a man and 
a women living together as a couple have 
more rights than a man and a man living in 
similar circumstances. 

The case revolved around a gay man 
who died intestate and whose estate went to 
his estranged wife and children alone, 
instead of being shared among his partner 
and his children, as would be the case if the 
partner were female. 

Justice Del Perras ruled the Intestate 
Succession Act thus contravenes the Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms. As a result, Alberta 
has nine months to amend the act and will 
likely have to look at about fifty other pieces 
of provincial legislation defining couples as 
exclusively heterosexual. 
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Alberta must comply, although delays 
are inevitable. But a charter ruling has 
legitimacy over whatever bills are passed by 
any single government. Forget the 
“notwithstanding” clause. It is an escape 
hatch for governments to refuse to treat all 
its citizens equally. 

It is not a label any province wants. 

Even in Alberta, where the debate over 
gay rights has been waged with more heat 
than light, invoking such a measure is not 
taken lightly. It would signify Alberta as a 
pink firewall through which “they” could 
not pass. 

Few Albertans, regardless of religious 
or political attachments, truly want to live in 
a society that boldly proclaims 
discrimination is a provincially mandated 
exercise. That Quebec invoked the 
notwithstanding clause is not permission for 
Alberta to do the same. (Quebec did it for 
language, not for sexuality. The difference, 
while obvious—the latter not being a matter 
of choice—can’t be overlooked.) 

There is still the question of marriage. 
It will come to pass, regardless of existing 
legislation or roadblocks. 

Just this past week, the Netherlands 
eliminated the definition of marriage as a 
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union between a man and a woman. This 
one act eliminates all the confusion over 
other legislation. All the benefits and 
responsibilities accruing to married couples 
are in place, regardless of the gender. 

The sky did not fall. Society did not 
collapse. The only difference was that men 
and women who lived on the sufferance and 
whim of the state are now legally 
responsible for each other, for their property, 
for any children, and for their lives. It is not 
coming soon in Canada. But it is coming. 

How we treat gays, whether they are 
accepted as a normal part of society, is a test 
of any society’s commitment to equality, 
diversity and inclusion. 

As long as Alberta laws on marriage 
and the family exclude identifiable groups, 
the debate is far from over. 


Catherine Ford can be reached 
by e-mail at: 
fordc@theherald.southam.ca. 
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By David Crosson 


For many years, The Flags bed and 
breakfast was a well-known vacation 
destination in the Okanagan Valley. In 
the late summer of 1999, it gained 
notoriety of a different sort, when its co- 
owner Leonard Driscoll was charged in 
the asphyxiation death of his business and 
life partner Victor Bosz. Driscoll was 
later found to be not criminally 
responsible for Bosz's death following a 
psychiatric evaluation. 

For a while The Flags sat empty, an 
unpleasant reminder of a sad event in 
Kelowna's history. Recently, a new 
couple, Don Karasiuk and Brian Wade, 
purchased the property and rose to the 
challenge of restoring The Flags as a 
happy stop in British Columbia's “fruit 
belt.” Outlooks checked in with the 
resort's newest proprietors to see how 
things were coming along. 


Outlooks: What led to your decision to 
buy this property? 

Karasiuk: Oh, it was purely fortuitous 
—pure dumb luck! A friend happened to 
be visiting Kelowna and he told us that 
ordinarily he stayed at The Flags but it was 
closed. Then he told us the story of what 
had happened. On pure chance my partner 
Brian and I looked at each other and said, 
“Oh, that sounds interesting—should we 
look?” We came out that week, went 
through the back door and it was love at 
first sight. Still is. 

Outlooks: Was there anything in 
particular about it that grabbed you? 

Karasiuk: Well, our realtor led us 
through the back entrance—which has a 
little magic garden, completely enclosed— 
and there was the swimming pool, the hot 
tub, the solarium... It was a beautiful day 
and the property, the garden—it was just 
magic. He led us through the rest of the 
house and we just fell in love with it. 
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Outlooks: Where did you come from 
to view the property? 


Karasiuk: We were based in 
Vancouver. Brian is a retired teacher and 
I’m an environmental biologist by training 
and was involved in consulting. For a 
variety of reasons I kind of reached the end 
of my tether with consulting—actually, I'll 
tell you why: everyone thought I was too 
old! I’m only fifty-four, but there you are! 
This was a new beginning for us; it was 
love at first sight and we just took to it like 
ducks to water. It was the best move we 
ever made as a couple. 

Outlooks: Was settling in a quieter 
place like Kelowna a factor in purchasing 
The Flags? 

Karasiuk: Well, we like the area, of 
course, and The Flags is just a charming 
place. This is a huge house with five guest 
units—about 4,200 square feet—and it has 
nearly an acre of landscaped gardens. The 
former owners were enthusiastic gardeners 
and it’s just a beautiful spot. The Flags 
actually led us to Kelowna and we're really 
happy. We were a bit apprehensive at first 
because we were living in the West End — 
which is, of course, the gay ghetto in 
Vancouver—and we thought Oh, we’re 
moving to the Bible Belt; how will this 
be?! We were actually quite pleasantly 
surprised to find that there is a large and 
active gay and lesbian community here in 
Kelowna. We've been making friends and 
we feel that we’re becoming part of it all. 
We look forward to being a part of the 
mainstream community as well. 

Outlooks: Have people clued-in to the 
fact that The Flags is up and running again? 

Karasiuk: Well, The Flags was well 
known in the gay communities of Calgary, 
Edmonton, Vancouver and points in- 
between, and our advertising has been in 
the gay media so far. We've had visitors 
from Australia and Germany now. | It’s 
actually been really grand for us. 

Outlooks: Now, a bit of a difficult 


question: given the tragic nature of The 
Flags’ recent past, did you find it a bit of a 
challenge to re-open the doors and start 
anew? 

Karasiuk: [Pauses] Well, we knew the 
story and I don’t want to discuss someone 
else’s sorrow. It was a sorrowful time and 
everyone concerned is very sad that it 
happened. What we’ve found is that it’s 
been really satisfying to take a place with a 
sad history and turn it around, make it a 
happy place like it was a few years ago. 
We’ ve put our own stamp on it now. 

Outlooks: How so? 

Karasiuk: Well, for a place inhabited 
by gay men it was awfully beige! We've 
been decorating over the winter, so now it’s 
full of colour. There’s a red room, a green 
room, a blue room, a violet room... We 
haven't gotten to an orange room yet. The 
upstairs living room, dining room and 
fireside area is gold—so I guess that’s 
yellow taken care of! 

Now that spring has come we're 
finding the legacy of the previous owners; 
because they were such enthusiastic 
gardeners there’s always something new 
and delightful turning up in the garden. 

Outlooks: \s your clientele exclusively 
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gay or do you welcome straight guests as 
well? 

Karasiuk: We’re continuing a number 
of customs: this has always been known as 
primarily a gay bed and breakfast and 
we re carrying on with that tradition. To 
date, virtually all of our customers have 
been gay men—and they’ve all been 
perfect gentlemen! We extend our 
hospitality to lesbians and straight folk who 
are gay-sympathetic as well, but our 
primary focus is gay men. The care and 
feeding of gay men! 

Outlooks: Do you belong to any sort 
of hospitality association or B&B network 
groups? 


Continued on page 13 | 


\ 


‘ vai N ) 
STON is 


Continued from page 12 


Karasiuk: We were part of the 
Thompson-Okanagan Tourist Association, 
but because this is a niche market we 
haven't been that active with them. There 
are a number of gay-owned and gay- 
operated B&Bs in the Kelowna and 
Okanagan area, and a number of 
us—Doyle House, for example, and the 
Mad Catter—have been discussing the idea 
of putting something together. The owners 
of Rainbow’s End, Arnie and Chris, are old 
friends from our Calgary days and they 
dropped in for our Boxing Day open house. 
We're doing quite a bit of networking 
amongst the gay owners and operators 
here. 

[At this point, Karasiuk passes the 
phone over to his partner Brian Wade, for 
his “turn at bat.”] 


Outlooks: As far as the workload of 
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running a B&B goes, is it more than you 
expected, less, or about what you had 
anticipated? 

Wade: Well, I wouldn’t say that this is 
specifically a B&B—it’s more like a resort. 
If it was a B&B you'd sleep and have your 
breakfast and go out; here you spend the 
whole day. Still, I don’t think of this as 
work—I really enjoy having the guests 
here and we really love meeting new 
people. 

We used to go to Palm Springs and 
stay in a place called The Columns, and the 
only difference between there and here is 
that they had separate units. We have a 
guest who just e-mailed us—he’s coming 
up for nine days—and he said thank God 
he didn’t have to go to Palm Springs 
anymore, because of the weak dollar! 

We're hoping to get some skiers in 
wintertime, hopefully a large gay skiing 
clientele. We're not hoping to make a 
fortune, we just want to make a go of this 
and have a little money to spend. We've 
put a lot into this place and will continue to 
do so as long as the community supports 
us. In fact, we’d like to put another 
bedroom in downstairs. 

Outlooks: As far as a typical business 


day goes, what is the routine for the two of 


you with a full house? 
Wade: Oh, we had a full house right 
after we took over! [Laughs] We kind of 


don’t remember a thing about what 
happened! Usually, Don does the cooking 
and I help out with serving. We don’t just 
put things out on the sideboard, we serve 
our guests—and we'll check the night 
before to see if people would prefer an 


omelette or crepes, for example. Once we 
do the dishes we spend time outside with 
the guests. [ve even found that most of 


our guests make their own_ beds! 
Sometimes we’ll have a barbeque at night, 
and there is a kitchen downstairs if anyone 
wants to make their own meals, We also 
have a fridge outside for beer and cold 
drinks, that sort of thing. 

Outlooks: What, for you, are the 
positive aspects of this business? 

Wade: Oh, I'd have to say meeting the 
guests and being with new people. It’s 
wonderful. We just had a fellow here from 
Australia—he was referred by the front 
desk clerk at a hotel in Vancouver—and he 
loved it. We also just had someone here 
from Quebec... we get people from all 
over. Everybody is really relaxed when 
they come here, and that’s what this place 
is for. I don’t look at this as a job, I just 


me 


A VIEW OF THE GARDEN. 
think it’s wonderful meeting all these 
people. 

Outlooks: Any negative experiences at 
all? 
Wade: Do you know what? No. We 


haven’t had any yet. We have been so 
m= fortunate and everyone has 
8 been absolutely wonderful. I 
guess one day we're bound to 
have that guest from Hell, but 
the ones that have been here 
so far have been tremendous. 
The only negative thing that I 
can think of are _ the 
stairs—my knees are very bad 
and this place has a lot of 
stairs. If I had one wish it 
would be for everything to be 
@ all on one level! [Laughs] 
Outlooks: What about 
getting up in the morning? 
Wade: [Laughs] Oh! 
Yes—I do have problems getting up in the 
morning. I usually get up about an hour 
after Don. We have business people who 
have to get going at 7:00 a.m., and we do 
get up with them. They tell us not to bother 
but we get up and make breakfast; we want 
them to have a good base for their day. 

Outlooks: Do you have any advice for 
people who might want to get into this 
business? 

Wade: I'd just say make everything as 
comfortable as possible. The guest comes 
first—that is the whole thing. If you don’t 
like people, then don’t get into this 
business. We both like people and we want 
them to be comfortable here. When you 
come to our place, you just leave your 
heavy troubles at the door and walk into a 
different world. At least, that’s what we 
hope people feel about The Flags. 
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Explorer! G/L: questions for answers 


By Norm Sacuta 


In the opening to Rodney 
McConnell’s book Explorer! G/L: A 
Self-Exploration Guide for Gays and 
Lesbians, he asserts, “a question is worth 
a thousand books.” If that’s the case, 
then in this guide to queer self-discovery 
and awareness (which contains no less 
than 20,000 questions) McConnell has 
single-handedly re-created the National 
Library of Canada. 

Explorer! G/L has come to fruition 
after some three years of thought, 
writing, feedback and redraughting. 
McConnell, an educator with an M.Ed. 
in Media and Communications, has 
written the book as a series of 
questions—or, as he calls them, 
“clusters”—that have been arranged into 
different categories. Accompanying the 
questions is a problem-solving model 
that allows individuals to examine the 
answers they come up with. 

Unlike books in the tradition of 
Men Are From Mars, Women Are From 
Venus, McConnell’s book offers no pat 
answers for the reasons why people act 
as they do. Instead, he requires that 
readers ask questions of themselves in 
three key areas—”All About You,” 
“Crises” and “Relationships”’—on the 
road to self-discovery. The questions act 
as triggers to important memories and 
events in a person’s life, and through 
such discoveries a clearer view of the 
self emerges. Some questions (such as 
the ones in “All About You” pertaining 
to masturbation) are good fun in addition 
to being illuminating. Others, such as 
the questions about sexual assault in 
“Crises,’may garner more disturbing 
responses and individuals ought to 
proceed carefully. 

Explorer! G/L comes with the 
endorsement of noted Edmonton gay and 
lesbian therapist Liz Massiah, who was 
drawn to the book’s Socratic method of 


questioning. Outlooks spoke to Rod 
McConnell about the book and the 
interesting history behind its creation. 

Outlooks: What made you decide to 
write this book, and were there other 
models available to you to inspire the 
document that it became? 

McConnell: About three years ago I 
started working with Patricia A. 
Williams on an electronic version of her 
book called Once Upon A Lifetime. What 
happened is that there were many 
questions that I wanted to ask which she 
wasn’t prepared to put in her book. 
Basically, her brilliant book is about 
recording and storing memories. And 
she does that exceptionally well. My 
interest is more about getting at issues 
and problems, and problem solving. 
And of course, coming from a 
background in science where you teach 
problem solving, it’s really important 
that people learn the basics and maintain 
them. But, if you ask many people today 
to tell you what the steps are in problem 
solving, they wouldn’t be able to say. I 
was looking at developing a question- 
based format related to problem solving, 
and that was what the approach became. 
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rimmimg and anal sex 


-If you are infected you may not have any obvious symptoms, 


but it can be picked up on a blood test 
-Itis curable 
-It has serious health effects if not treated 
-Increases your chance of getting HIV 


If you: 
-Have a sore on the penis or around the anus or in the mouth 
(usually painless) 
-Had anonymous or unprotected (no condoms) oral or anal sex 
-Are worried that you might be at risk 
-Have any questions 
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Please contact the: 


Edmonton Capital Health 
STD Centre 

at (780)413 5156 

or 

Calgary Regional Health 
STD Clinic 

at (403)297-6562 


Both clinics provide free, confidential 
assessment and treatment for 
STDs including syphilis. 


So the questions, even though they take 
up ninety percent of the book, are still 
the basis for the problem-solving model, 
which is also included in _ the 
introduction. There’s also an 
information-processing model included, 
as well as tips for good communication. 
Much of problem solving between 
people depends on good communication. 

Outlooks: So was your plan from 
the very beginning to have the book 
geared towards gays and lesbians? 

McConnell: There were a couple 
of things—one, it was geared towards 
gays and lesbians because it’s the area I 
am most familiar with. There were 
sections that I wanted to include that 
were very specifically gay- and lesbian- 
oriented. Now, whether or not there will 
be a “straight” version remains to be 
seen. At this point there are thirty-two 
modules in the book covering the basic 
areas of life—there are other modules I 
would like to see developed, but that is 
going to take time. And the book is 
quite substantial already at 500 pages. 

Outlooks: Explorer! GL is a book of 
questions. Why questions and not 
answers? 


McConnell: That’s a very good 
question. I think Explorer! G/L would 
probably be regarded generally as a self- 
help book. It’s much more than that, 
because of the fact that I’ve concentrated 
on the questions rather than the answers. 
I don’t believe that you get much help 
from self-help books. We all- have 
different backgrounds,experiences, 
perspectives...and these change the 
context in which we live. So, if I apply 
the same answers across the board, it’s 
going to be a huge hit-and-miss affair. I 
think what’s most important are the 
questions, because people deal with 
them in their own fashion, with their 
own experiences and their own 
perspectives. A good question is vitally 
important for getting at the basics. If you 
get a great question, it’s phenomenal the 
number and variety of answers you can 
get. But in answering those questions, 


we are Starting to get to the basics of 
who we are, what our problems and 
issues are and where we want to go. 
Outlooks: How did you reach the 
decision to break down the questions 
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into the modules and categories that you 
did? 

McConnell: The division didn’t 
actually occur at first. As I was working 
and trying to identify the modules that I 
thought should be in the book, they 
began to fall into the three major areas, 
and so part of my work is always 
searching for patterns. I began to see the 
patterns emerging and that’s the way it 
worked out. The first group of 
questions, “About You,” is important for 
getting at those basic concepts of 
yourself. Who you are and how you 
came to be that way. Your “Crises,” 
well, we ail have crises of one type or 
another—some major, some minor. For 
me it was a question of what had been 
the major crises in my own life and in 
the lives of people I know. The 
“Relationships” section, again: as social 
beings we all have relationships, so 
we're always concerned about what is 
happening to them, or what has 
happened to them and what we’ve 
learned or felt about them. 

Outlooks: How many questions are 
there, and how long did it take you to 
figure them out? 

McConnell: [Laughs] I think there 
are over twenty thousand 
questions—that’s a rough figure! It’s 
interesting, because it’s not as easy to do 
as you think. Quite often when you ask a 
question, it usually has an antecedent. 
It’s to get back at those antecedent 
questions, because they often set the 


context for the later questions. So I 


would jot a question down and have to 
go back several times, because there 
were prior questions that came into play. 
Again, part of it is getting right to the 
basics: you have question clusters—one 
basic question—and then other questions 
that cluster around it. If we look at our 
lives as a three-dimensional spider web, 
there are overlaps in so many areas. 
Outlooks: So the book provides not 
just questions but, as you’ve noted, a 
program through which questions are to 
be filtered or investigated. Can you talk 
a bit more about the problem-solving 
model and where it came from? 
McConnell: You can get a highly 
complex problem solving model, or 
something which is much more 
simplistic but effective. The thing is that 
you want people to start using the model, 
and for starters people will use 
something that’s simple. Once you get 
started with thinking about problems and 
issues, there’s a simple set of steps to go 
through—and that’s only if a person 
wants to. For some people Explorer! 
will only be a casual read. Other people 
will really get into it. Some will want to 
go through the book with their partners, 
or other people—family or friends. I had 
some of the most incredible experiences 
going through some of those questions 
with people I know. I’ve certainly got to 


know them a lot better. And in the 
process I’ve gotten to know myself a lot 
better. 

Outlooks: Your guide also comes in 
the opening section with a warning. 
Why the warning? 

McConnell: | think the warning [to 
consider carefully whether you want to 
ask yourself certain questions] is 
essential. Do I really want to do this 
now? Since the book is a stand-alone 
medium, and may not be used with a 
counsellor or therapist, it could trigger 
memories that people really are not 
prepared to deal with. And that’s where 
the warning comes in. I know that some 
of the questions, such as the ones in 
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“Crises,” are situations that I’ve had to 
deal with, and to write about them in the 
context of questions was extremely 
stressful. There were things when I was 
writing that I didn’t want to go through. 


But after writing it, I certainly 
understand now why I think and act the 
way that I do. Writing Explorer! has 
been an incredible experience, but 
highly, highly stressful. 

Outlooks: Final question: Liz 
Massiah does the forward to your book. 
How did she come to read it? 

McConnell: I was introduced to Liz 
through a common friend. I was able to 
get her a copy of the book and she had a 
chance to go through it. I was nervous, 


to say the least, and in terms of getting a 
review, full of trepidation since I’m not a 
psychologist. I was elated because her 
reaction was extremely positive. She 
gave me pointers in different areas, and 
we discussed some of the chapters. 
There’s another part to this as well. 
There’s an elderly lady I sometimes run 
into when I’m having coffee and she 
asked me what gave me the authority to 
write this book. I discussed that issue 
with Liz and her reaction was, well, 
since I’m a gay man and I’ve had these 
experiences, I probably have the 
authority more than anyone else to write 
about them. So I guess that answer 
stands on its own. 


Explorer! G/L is $49.95. It is 
available for purchase online from 
www.outlooks.outbooks.com, in Calgary 
from the Rainbow Pride Resource Centre 
and A Women’s Place Bookstore, and in 
Edmonton at Orlando Books, The 
Frontpage, and Clea’s Bookshop. A CD- 
Rom and downloadable Internet version 
of the book are also in development for 
June 2001. 


Norm Sacuta is a writer living in 
Edmonton. His articles, reviews, fiction and 
poetry have appeared in Alberta Views, 
Prairie Fire, NeWest Review, The Globe & 
Mail, and many other publications. His first 
poetry collection is scheduled for publication 
in the Spring of 2002. 
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No rest for the dedicated 


By Peter Carlyle-Gordge. 


Some people are addicted to opera, 
others to various substances. But you 
could be forgiven for suspecting that Roy 
Purvis, former president of the Manitoba 
NDP, has a hidden addiction for boards. 
Board work doesn’t bore him; in fact, it 
keeps his retirement busier than when he 
worked full time. Purvis, now sixty-six, 
was elected president and chairman of 
the board of Village Clinic Inc. late last 
year. The Village is Manitoba’s largest 
community clinic dealing with HIV and 
sexually transmitted diseases. It has a 
mandate to serve the gay, lesbian and 
transgendered community and has had a 
turbulent past with half-a-dozen 
executive directors coming and going in 
as many years. 

With over 200 HIV-positive clients, 


Village Clinic has always been 
scandalously short of money and 
resources—and that’s one problem 


Purvis has been tackling head on. He is 
well connected with the government 
currently in power and is pushing 
aggressively for more funding for 
programs, as well as for extra medical 
staff. 

He became president of the clinic 
late last year and, within days of that, 
was also elected president and chairman 
of the Oscar Wilde Memorial Society, the 
group that operates Gio’s, Winnipeg’s 
largest gay and lesbian bar. The club has 
some 600 members and, like Village 
Clinic, it has also had some turbulence, 
including embezzlement by a recent 
manager and business which has gone 
flat other than on weekends and 
Wednesdays, which are designated as 
Gio’s karaoke night. 

Purvis wants to put some fizz back 
into the bar and his board is looking at 
some serious options to inject new life. 
Some of these include: a substantial 
renovation plan in the existing premises 
on Sherbrooke Street; an option to form a 
new holding company with Happenings 
(the gay club that owns the property) and 


16 May ‘01 OUTL CG S 


ROY PURVIS OF 


buy half the building; and a proposal to 
find entirely new premises no later than 
next March, when its current lease runs 
out. 

The membership of Gio’s is fairly 
evenly divided on moving or staying. 
Some want to just sign another five-year 
lease with Happenings and get on with 
renovations. Others point out that in five 
years, Gio’s will have paid $150,000 in 
rent with nothing to show for it, so they 
are urging purchase of half the building. 
Still others think the premises are too old 
or unsuitable and that a move is the only 
solution. A final decision is expected 
soon and many are betting the club will 
stay put and spend money on extensive 
renovations. Gio’s has over $50,000 in 
the bank, and opponents of a move think 
setting up in a new establishment might 
cost even more than that sum. They 
would prefer to spend at least some of the 
money on a makeover. 

Besides presiding over this divided 
house, Purvis has other balls to keep in 
the air. He recently finished organizing 
the annual provincial NDP convention 
and also sits on the board of the 
Manitoba Museum of Man and Nature. 
Once a month he cooks for Sunshine 
House, a drop-in place for street sex- 
trade workers and PWAs. On top of that, 
he’s vice-chair of the Canadian Mental 
Health Association, Winnipeg branch. 

When not sitting on boards or 
committees, Purvis unwinds with 
soapstone carving, impressionist painting 
and cooking. Those who work with him 
say he is affable and efficient. He sets 
goals and works pragmatically to achieve 
them, using the talents of anyone who 
can help him get there. He avoids 
ideological confrontations, preferring 
practical, results-oriented methods to 
achieve success and harmony. 

Purvis holds four degrees and, in 
past lives, has been education director of 
the Psychiatric Nurses Association of 
Manitoba and a social worker with the 
Knowles School for Boys. He has also 


] Children’s 
nd was former ly 
jan administrator 
in the department 
of Psychiatry at 
{the St. Boniface 
7 General Hospital. 
As if that weren’t 
nough, he’s been 
both a teacher and 
administrator in 
the River East 
School Division. 
Despite his strong 
NDP credentials, 
he has friends across a broad political 
and social spectrum. 

Lately, he’s had to devote much of 
his time to Village Clinic, which has seen 
a sixfold increase in HIV cases in six 
years. As well, many new clients with 
HIV are also co-infected with Hepatitis 
C. Purvis’concern is that overstretched 
staff are in danger of quickly burning 
out, which is why he’s pushing for major 
new funding. He’s anxious to spark 
some serious private and corporate 
fundraising with some major new events. 


VILLAGE CLINIC 


Currently, the clinic’s main 
fundraiser is Icarus, a sponsored 
skydiving event in Gimli which has 
raised about $100,000 in the past five 
years, with most of the cash going to 
destitute HIV clients who apply for help 
through Village Clinic’s Emergency 
Assistance Fund. 

Roy Purvis is a man with a purpose 
,and his work this year is definitely cut 
out for him. At sixty-six he shows no 
sign of slowing down, but he does draw 
the line at some engagements: he says he 
definitely will not be joining the 
skydiving teams raising money for HIV 
patients this summer! 

Terra firma suits him just fine. 


Peter Carlyle-Gordge is a former 
Manitoba correspondent for Maclean’s 
and The Financial Post. He has written 
for most major magazines and 
newspapers in Canada as well as 
broadcasting on the national and 
international networks of CBC Radio. 
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A mother’s sense of pride 


By Nancy Jo Cullen 


The process of coming out and of 
getting to a place of positive sexual 
identity within a heterosexist culture 
is, to say the least, difficult for most. 
Many of us didn’t accomplish this until 
we were well into our adult lives (some 
haven’t even done so yet), and a 
significant number of our community 
simply didn’t make it into their adult 
lives. Certainly, most of us have a 
story of coming out to our families and 
the subsequent tears, remonstrations 
and sometimes, outright rejection 
involved. 

Now, imagine you are about ten 
years old and being bullied at school. 
Somebody’s radar went off, he’s 
gathered his boys and now they’re out 
to get you. (I know you may be trying 
to forget something like this, but stay 
with me.) They corner you in the 
school field, bash you into bathroom 
doors, taunt you and generally make 
grade five a living hell. You don’t 
think you can tell anyone. You 
probably don’t even possess the 
language to be able to discuss all this. 

Then just imagine your mom 
witnesses one of these episodes of 
bullying and, instead of letting this 
become the experience that will turn 
you into a “man,” she challenges the 
system. She supports you—hell, she 
even tells you you’re entitled to be 
loved on your own terms. She seeks 
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out support from the gay community. 
She’s not only determined that you will 
make it to adulthood, she wants you to 
get there with self esteem intact and a 
sense of entitlement. 

Welcome to Theresa and RJ 
Taylor’s world. Three years ago, their 
lives took a radical turn when Theresa 
witnessed four boys bullying her son 
from her living room window, which 
happened to be across the street from 
St. John’s elementary, a_ school 
deliberately chosen to nurture RJ’s 
artistic side. 

Theresa had already observed that 
RJ wasn’t always exactly like other 
boys; he was a little softer around the 
edges, but she had been able to create a 
protected world for her family—until 
grade five. 

“When you build your family and 
your home, it has to be the most 
precious environment,” she says. “But 
you can’t stay at home forever. Outside 
of the home, you can’t protect your 
child from everybody; you can only try 
to give them the skills to deal with 
other people.” 

Naturally, her first response was 
that she had been overprotective, that 
she had done something wrong. Her 
second response is what sets her apart; 
despite his young age and despite the 
negative reaction of some close 
friends, she decided to buck the system 
and to affirm her son’s homosexual 
identity—if indeed he had one. 
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“Mothers know their children very 
well; we’re intuitive,” Theresa says. 
“Everything I saw with RJ was geared 
towards what most people consider 
‘feminine’ traits.” 

A friend connected her with Dr. 
Ian Kroll, a psychiatrist with a 
specialization in dealing with 
sexuality issues. Dr. Kroll’s office 
gave RJ and Theresa the space to 
understand RJ’s_ sexuality. For 
instance, Theresa wanted to 
understand if RJ felt like he should’ve 
been born a girl or if he was attracted 
to boys and what he thought the 
consequences of that might be. Later, 
Dr. Kroll’s office became a safe space 
for RJ to process issues of growing up 
gay with a positive male role model, 
without his mother present. 

“T met Ian and knew that he was a 
nice guy,” Theresa says. “I thought 
that if anyone was going to be let into 
this part of my son’s life, he should be 
the person. He helped me and RJ 
understand that things were going to 
be all right.” 

Not surprisingly, some of 
Theresa’s close friends felt she was 


“pushing” homosexuality on RJ, that 
he had “gay” traits because he was 
over-influenced by his mother. 

“T’d have to say that the people 
who were judging me really didn’t 
understand the situation,” Theresa 
offers. “I think the ones that made the 
comments didn’t actually know gay or 
lesbian people, or have them in their 
lives. There was no reference point 
for them.” 

Perhaps as you read this account 
you’re feeling the same, but Theresa 
wanted to do more than protect 
RJ—she wanted to advocate for him. 
She was determined that her son 
would not be another young-and-gay 
suicide statistic. 

“The only thing that matters is that 
my son grows up with integrity and 
with respect. If RJ likes himself, he’s 
not going to want to hurt himself or 
kill himself. That, to me, is what is 
most important in all of this.” 

Both she and Dr. Kroll approached 
the school’s principal in order to 
address the bullying, but nothing was 
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done to stop the boys, who were 
supposedly “leaders” in their school. 
Nevertheless, RJ chose to return to St. 
John’s the following year. Fortunately 
RJ had grown, become popular with 
the girls and consequently more 
popular in the school in general. His 
portrait on bullying won a Children’s 
Festival award, he was on TV and the 
pride of the school. While the irony 
was not lost on Theresa, she was more 
than happy to see his last year of 
elementary school turn out to be a 
successful one. 

Now Theresa is trying to use her 
and RJ’s experience with being bullied 
in a positive way. She’s educated 
herself on the issues of bullying and 
homosexuality. She’s about to enter 
her second year in Social Work at 
Mount Royal College and _ has 
developed a program on gay issues 
and bullying for elementary and junior 
high school aged children. 

She presented her program, with 
Dr. Ian Kroll and Doug Jones of the 
Calgary Police Service’s Hate Crimes 
Committee, to her class at Mount 
Royal College. She has twice spoken 
at the Red and White Club (once as Dr. 
Kroll’s guest) and sees herself as a 


Private gay bar - 


quiet and supportive advocate for any 
gay youth she may meet in her work. 
She’s not necessarily out to change the 
world; she just wants gay youth (and 
the people living and working with 
them) to recognize their right to exist 
happily in this world. 

“Being in social work, working 
through this situation is going to give 
me credibility,” she says. “I can be at 
the forefront helping other kids 
through this kind of stuff. Telling 
them, ‘Hey—it’s going to be okay; 
what you’re feeling is just fine.” 

Today, Theresa and RJ sound 
pretty much like a typical family. 
They fight (he is, after all, a teenager) 
but it’s mostly about homework. RJ 
is a good student, Theresa is a single 
mom and full-time student; they have 
lessons and errands and time is at a 
premium. They find religion 
meaningful and still attend mass 
regularly. The Taylors look like any 
family conservative Albertans love to 
tout, but if they got close they would 
see a Significant distinction: RJ is 
thirteen and proud to be gay; his 
mother, in turn, is proud of him. 

“Society can dictate all they 
want,” she says, “but I won’t allow 
anyone to tell RJ he can’t be who he is 
or can’t love, just because they don’t 
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Theresa Taylor knows all about 
family values and she is ready to fight 
for hers—the right for her child to live 
a happy, fulfilled life. 
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Having faith in equality 


By Pat Johnson 


There was a shocking meeting 
recently at the Jewish Community 
Centre of Greater Vancouver, an evening 
event that considered the views held in 
the Jewish community toward gays, 
lesbians, bisexuals and transgendered 
people. That is not so shocking in itself, 
but what took organizers and 
participants aback was the complete 
absence of any “opposition.” 

There were about forty people in the 
room—okay, so it wasn’t the Stanley 
Cup playoffs—but everyone was 
supportive of welcoming queer people 
into the Jewish community. 

There was a panel of four present, 
including an out lesbian, a gay male 
therapist, a retired social worker (who is 
mother to a lesbian) and a liberal rabbi. 

The rabbi discussed the various 
interpretations of the Bible and pointed 
out that ancient religious 
imperatives have been amended 
as society has changed. For 
instance, parents are no longer 
urged to slay their children if 
they show disrespect. Point 
taken. The other participants 
discussed family issues, 
discrimination and responses 
from the mainstream Jewish 
community. 

In the question-and-answer 
session, there was a great deal of 
emphasis on how the 
community could best welcome 
lesbian and gay people into the 
everyday activities that take 
place in the city. It was a funny 
process—and one I’ve noticed 
before at various similar events. 
The speakers started out 
tentatively. When you don’t 
know quite who your audience 
is, you temper your remarks, 
perhaps even appearing a bit 
defensive, ready to respond to 
the critics in the crowd. But as 
the discussion wore on in the 
evening, it became clear that 
everyone in the room was—give 
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or take a few details—of a similar mind. 
Then the atmosphere changed from one 
of what I might call persuasive 
discussion to something more like sitting 
around with a crowd of friends. 
Defences came down and people 
began to speak openly about 
their own experiences 
with unwelcoming 
rabbis, troubled 
family members and 
coming out. 

The closest 
thing to a 
disagreement arose 
over why gay Jews 
need their own 
synagogues. (This is a 
rather moot point in 
Vancouver and most other 
cities, where there is no gay 
congregation.) The well-meaning 
gentleman who raised the question 
argued that the Jewish community needs 
more unity, not more division and his 
perspective is, in its own way, a 
welcome one. However, probably 
unbeknownst to him, gays and lesbians 
have become very impatient with 
questions like, “Why do you segregate 
yourselves? Why do you need to have 
your own bars/bowling 
leagues/churches/whatnot?” 

The question, for many of us, 
betrays a maddening ignorance of the 
discrimination that forces us to seek 
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camaraderie among our own kind. And it 
may have had a particularly galling 


effect in a Jewish environment, where 
people should understand that 
perspective. 


But in the bigger picture, the 
event and its coverage in 
British Columbia’s Jewish 
newspaper was notable. 
As a reporter for 
the paper, I have to 
admit I had hoped 
{Oren eae ee Dit mmoL 
fireworks at the 
meeting to add 
some spice to the 
story. Of course, the 
story turned out to be 
that there were no 
fireworks. 
I have discussed this with 
colleagues since then and we are not sure 
of the meaning of this apparent lack of 
disagreement, even from the most 
orthodox in the community. Five years 
ago, when the paper ran a picture and a 
story about one local synagogue’s 
participation in the Pride Parade, all hell 
broke loose. The coverage incited 


months of letters to the editor, debating 
the various perspectives of Judaism (and 
they are multitudinous) — on 
homosexuality. The debate was inspiring 
as an example of community 
involvement and intellectual processes, 
though at times the things that were said 
by some writers could not help but sting 
a little for those of us who are gay or 
those who care about people who are. 
Things seem to have changed. Last 
year, I wrote a cover story on the 
marriage of two lesbians. (The service 
was presided over, not surprisingly, by 
the same rabbi whose congregation 
participated in the Pride Parade a few 
years earlier.) In the interest of balanced 
coverage, I went out of my way to get 
comments from rabbis I knew would 
disagree with the one who performed the 
service. I was not disappointed. One 
rabbi told me, “What he’s done is a 


tragedy and it goes against the sanctity 
of the Jewish family ... By his actions, he 
undermines not only the sanctity, but the 
very foundation of the Jewish faith. He 
will have to answer to his maker.” 
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Well, won’t we all? 

But it was interesting because I had 
to seek out this kind of reaction. Not only 
did we run the story with a picture of the 
brides on the cover, we ran an editorial 
saying that gay marriage should be 
legally equal to straight marriage. 

We got not a whisper of response 
from our readers. We were disappointed 
and perplexed. 

Then this event at the community 
centre received a similar silence from the 
usual suspects. What does it mean? 

I’m not usually the glass-half-full 
sort of guy. I figure bigotry and 
discrimination are a part of life and that 
we are likely never going to completely 
eradicate it. However, there have been a 
few changes lately that have made me 
think we are seeing a major social 
transformation. The moderating attitude 
of erstwhile homophobic rabbis and 
ministers is one example. 

When I was coming of age 
(politically and otherwise) in Vancouver 
in the 1970s and ‘80s, there was an 
alderman who was a Pentecostal 
minister, a woman with a voice like Brian 
Mulroney. She also had a local religious 
television program where she derided all 
things evil, including homos. She once 
marched her followers to Vancouver’s 
notorious nude hangout, Wreck Beach, to 
wave their Bibles at the nakedness. 


She was booted off city council 
eventually, but her gravelly voice still 
resonates through Sunday morning not- 
quite-prime-time TV spots. I called her 
up a while back when I needed a knee- 
jerk bigoted quote, but this time I was 
disappointed. 

“People should be able to do 
whatever they want to do,” she said. I 
goaded her a little more to get the 
reaction that would make my editor 
happy. “Gay people are just fine with 
me,” she insisted. I knew by the voice 
that I had the right number. She had 
come around. 

Don’t forget, too, that Jerry Falwell 
has seen the error of his hateful ways as 
well. Oh yeah, and wasn’t it Ralph Klein 
who made the right noises about our 
human rights during Alberta’s most 
recent election campaign? 

Things are changing in an almost 
revolutionary way. We who have come 
out and grown up in the last twenty years 
have experienced one of the most 


dramatic social revolutions ever seen. 
The glass-half-empty part of me 
says, “Yeah, since the Weimar 
Republic.” But the voice that is the 
loudest inside me just says, “Wow.” 


Pat Johnson is a communications 
consultant, a reporter with Jewish 
Western Bulletin and a freelance writer 
for the Vancouver Courier and numerous 
other publications. 
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Over the rainbow; not over the hill 


By Outlooks staff 

There was a time, not so long ago, 
when it was rare to see people in the 
community under the age of twenty-five. 
The process of coming to terms with one’s 
sexuality—and then coming out of the 
closet—was a challenge that often took the 
majority years to face. 

Things are different now: GLBT clubs 
are emerging in many high schools, and 
mentoring and peer counselling services 
are becoming more numerous and 
comprehensive. In short, coming out has 
become a somewhat less trying process 
than ever before. 

Even through years of stereotypes, 
gays and lesbians have been portrayed as a 
diverse group of people. Old, young, rich, 
poor—the scope of our community has 
never been in doubt. In recent years, 
however, the cult of youth has not only 
dominated mainstream culture, but gay 
culture as well, and is the mature faces that 
are becoming more of a rarity on the scene 
these days. 

It has become all too common that 
many younger gays and lesbians dismiss 
older members of the community (even as 
young as thirty!) as inconsequential. And 
even though this insensitivity is 
demonstrated by a very vocal minority, the 
message it sends is loud and clear: over a 
certain age means over the hill. 

Not surprisingly, though, many have 
discovered that a trip over said proverbial 
hill can lead to a rather fertile valley of 
camaraderie and fun. Groups like Apollo, 
ARGRA, Bearback, Camp 181 and the 
Rocky Mountain Cruisers (to name only a 
handful) have strived—and succeed—to 
provide a comfortable environment for 
gays and lesbians of all ages. 

Another group geared towards a more 
mature demographic is Networks, an 
organization that is, according to its very 
noble mission statement, “A _ social, 
cultural and service organization for the 
‘plus forty’ and mature-minded gay, 
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lesbian, bisexual and _ transgendered 
individual seeking to meet with others at 
age-appropriate activities within positive, 
safe, non-threatening and nurturing 
environments.” 

According to the group’s co-founder 
Ron Butterfield, Networks was an idea just 
waiting to happen. 

“IT have lived in many places 
internationally, as well as across Canada. 
And when I moved here in 1994, I found 
that this city was the most difficult to 
network in terms of distinguishing 
‘friends’ from ‘friendly,’” he says. “I felt 
that if 7 was having this difficulty, then 
many others must be experiencing it, too.” 

Not content to merely observe this 
deficiency from the sidelines, Butterfield 
decided to take action. 

“When I did some research on the 
numbers that have moved here since ‘95, 
and knowing that corporate moves tend to 
involve older people, I figured that at least 
8,000 older gays and lesbians must have 
come here [in that time period]” he says. 
“There was nothing that reflected this 
group’s potential within the community.” 

Networks started on an intimate scale: 
four people gathered at a dinner party 
discussing what they thought was a way to 
fill the void for Calgary’s mature gay 
community. Although a relative newcomer 
(this month marks its one-year 
anniversary), the group now boasts a 
membership of over 200 names, a list that 
continues to grow as word spreads. The 
group’s list of activities is a full and diverse 
one, with things ranging from potluck 
dinners and discussion groups to theatre 
outings and trade shows. In fact, 
Network’s first trade show attracted an 
impressive number of exhibitors and 
Visitors to the Blackfoot Inn. 

For members, the diversity and 
flexibility of the group’s structure is a key 
point. 

“This is a wonderful group,” says 
wealth management consultant Colleen 


Hanna, who has been with Networks since 
the beginning. “The thing I like best is the 
eclectic selection of things that people can 
do. You can attend whatever piques your 
interest—all you have to do is RSVP.” 

According to Butterfield, at this stage 
in Networks’ development, the issue of 
RSVP commitment is an important one. “I 
find that you can plan things here and 
people RSVP—and then they don’t show 
up,” he says. “Many dismiss this by 
saying, ‘Oh, that’s just gay,’ but it really is 
going to be the biggest challenge to our 
existence. I would actually rather have 
lower numbers and a higher level of 
commitment.” Butterfield is currently 
investigating the merits of a two-tier 
membership system as a means to curb this 
type of behaviour. 

It is through Networks’ diverse 
activities that new friendships are forged 
and a real sense of community has been 
established. “There are different people 
that come out to different events, so you 
have to go to a whole bunch of things to 
meet everyone,” Hanna says. “This is a 
great opportunity for those who come in 
from out of town and want to connect with 
a whole group of people all at once.” 


Ley 


One event that promises to attract a 
large number of Networks’ members is 
their Pride social, Pina Colada, which will 
be held at the Studio on Saturday, June 2nd. 

“This is a social evening; a pure, 
positive kind of entertainment,” says 
Butterfield of the event. “It’s being 
marketed as a non-smoking venue, where 
the noise level is guaranteed to not drive 
you crazy.” The evening will be an 
appropriately celebratory one, with a 
floorshow, steel band, tropical buffet and, 
true to its name, pina coladas. Networks’ 
presence at Pride will also continue with 
their Elegant Junque sale, which will take 
place at the parade gathering point starting 
at 11:00 a.m. 

With such a strong beginning, The 
Networks network promises to grow 
considerably as the group evolves. Similar 
organizations have already expressed 
interest in adapting its formula in such 
diverse places as London, England, Nova 
Scotia and Massachusetts. For more 
information on Networks’ membership 
requirements or activities, contact Ron 
Butterfield at: netwkcal@telusplanet.net or 
pick up one of their brochures at Rainbow 
Pride Resource Centre. 
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By Darrin Hagen 


David Oiye never planned to be a 
theatre artist. Film was his first 
ambition. 

And yet, as the artistic director of 
Toronto’s Buddies In Bad Times Theatre, 
he is now responsible for curating an 
entire season of queer theatre. 

“T was studying film directing at 
Ryerson, and whenever there was a 
project, film students would borrow 
theatre students from the theatre 
program. It became clear pretty fast that 
I knew how actors needed to be treated,” 
Oiye remembers. 

A lifelong Torontonian, Oiye was 
surprised how much he loved working 
with actors. “In film, so much of the 
emphasis is placed on the technical that 
you can lose sight of the people 
involved,” he says “I became known as 
an actor’s director.” 

Oiye has directed a film adaptation 
of Daniel Maclvor's one-woman play See 
Bob Run, and Just For Fun, a half-hour 
drama for the CBC that deals with gay- 
bashing. Just For Fun was nominated 
for a Gemini Award and went on to win a 
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Silver Hugo at the Chicago Film Festival. 

When one of the acting students he 
had worked with set out to start his own 
theatre company, he asked Oiye to direct 
the first production. “I had never 
directed theatre,” he recalls “Film is, 
after all, the absolute control-freak 
medium. But I loved working with other 
artists.” The otherwise unemployed 
troupe worked for four weeks (another 
thing that never happens in film), and 
Oiye fell in love with the magic of 
theatre. “I would do film again, but the 
ease of getting a production up in theatre 
makes it very alluring.” 

When the artistic director position at 
Buddies In Bad Times became available, 
the theatre was in the process of 
transforming into a  season-based 
company. Buddies, North America's 
largest gay and lesbian theatre, is now 
announcing its fourth subscription 
season, and a major component of that 
season is everybody’s favourite fruit 
festival: the 24th annual Rhubarb! 
Festival. Oiye’s first Buddies gigs were 
directing new plays for The Rhubarb!, 
and so it remains dear to his heart. 

“It’s incredibly popular. It’s open to 
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all artists in the community, and it’s 
unreviewed,” he says. “For three weeks 
in February, thirty new pieces of theatre 


are presented on six stages. The 
maximum time limit is half-an-hour.” 
Over the years, such notables as Daniel 
Maclvor, Anne-Marie MacDonald, 
Atom Egoyan and Ron Jenkins have 
contributed their talents. The Rhubarb! 
Festival has launched so many works 
and artists into the scene that in 1997 an 
anthology of material from the past 
twenty years was published as Rhubarb- 
O-Rama! 

Buddies has expanded its 
commitment to gay, lesbian and bisexual 
youth, launching a Summer Youth Arts 
Programme that provides a summer-long 
outlet for twelve queer youth who spend 
the summer studying key components 
from Canada's queer historical 
landscape. The project culminates in a 
historical walking tour of Toronto's gay 
and lesbian village, featuring theatre and 
art installations. 

BIBT has also increased its interest 
in new play development by introducing 
the Winter Fling (in partnership with 
The Shaw Festival) to develop and 
present workshops of new Canadian 
scripts. These annual explorations are 
augmented by special events such as the 
fourteenth annual Strange Sisters lesbian 


cabaret, now joined by its homo-sibling 
Where The Boys Are, now in its third 
year. 

What’s up next at Buddies? The 
season kicks off with a sexy, slick and 
provocative exploration of humanity and 
transformation. Peep Show is a living 
arcade, an art-driven funhouse, a 
meeting ground of art installation and 
performance art conceived and directed 
by Kelly Thornton in conjunction with 
award-winning designer Steve Lucas and 
visual artist Sherri Hay. Other featured 
works will include: Work-In-Progress, 
written, performed and presented by 
Sandra Shamas (the Toronto premiere); 
Real Live Girl, by Edmonton’s own 
Damien Atkins, will be performed in 
Tallulah’s Cabaret in December 
(developed at BIBT over the past two 
seasons); The Watch For Sunrise, an 
ambitious new work tackling the issues 
of gay and lesbian acceptance in the 
world of organized religion by 
Edmonton’s Gordon Portman, in which 
eleven actors portray thirty-one 
characters; Ces Plaisirs, a fascinating 
descent into the shadowy world of 
narcissism and sexual emancipation 
presented by The Danny Grossman 
Dance Company; and da da kamera’s 
production of Daniel Maclvor's brilliant 
In On It (recently performed at The 
Kaboom! Festival in Edmonton) makes 
its Toronto debut in March 2002. 


Darrin Hagen is a freelance 
writer, performer, composer and drag 
artiste. He is the co-host of Access 
Television’s Help!TV, seen nationally 
on Canadian Learning Television, 
and the author of The Edmonton 
Queen: Not A Riverboat Story. 
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Spare, chic, and decidedly “downtown,” the Orange 
Lofts project by Battistella Developments is a sign of 
changing times. Located in a neighbourhood on the 
cusp of re-birth - the “East Village” - these properties 
lay claim to a section of what has thus far been a neg- 
lected corner of the city’s core. Available in a variety 
of layouts, the Orange’s units feature high ceilings, 
large windows and “industrial” touches, such as raw 
aluminum light fixtures and steel kick-plates on the 
stairs. In all aspects, it’s clear that for the Orange, 
striking simplicity is key. With the buyers it is likely 
to attract, this bold enterprise has the potential to 
develop into a diverse and vibrant community unto 
itself, giving the area its much-needed and sought- 
after new life. Possession of these condos is slated for 
fall 2002. For more information, log on to: 
www.battistella.com or visit their show suite at 622 
8th Avenue S.E. 
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Elegant on the outside and aggressively modern on the inside, Inglewood Grove is currently a development 


ceramic fl voring and digital lighting ie all included as 
part of this property’ s standard package. As work on the 
eae is Mis under way, prospective buyers ae often 


y Street Lofts, log on to to ay civeyiotis com, Or visit — 
their show suite at 1505 27 Avenue S.W. 


like no other in the province. What sets this property aside is the fact that its creators, Streetside 
Development, broke ground with a vision of the future, Each unit in Inglewood Grove—and the communi- 
ty itself—is pre-wired for high-speed Internet access and a private network for its own residents. Beyond 
the techno-wizardry offered as “standard issue,” these condominiums are handsomely finished with both 
young professionals and established couples in mind. Three distinct floorplans—the Cottonwood, the 
Arbor and the Barclay——are available in the complex, offering flexible living for every taste. Mere min- 
utes from downtown, this “new” historic neighbourhood is perfect for those who want to get away from it 
all and yet still be plugged in to the action. For more information, log on to: www.streetsidehomes.com, or 
visit the show suites off 9th Avenue S.E. at 17th Street. 


Although it’s not a developer of specific market-oriented proj- 
ects, Alloy Homes has made a name for itself in the Calgary area 
through a stern commitment to quality, innovation 
and design principles. One of Alloy’s most 
noteworthy projects is Avalon Court, located in 

_ Calgary's inner-city Bridgeland district. Their 
work can also be seen beyond the core of 
the city, exemplified in their West House 
and East House, both of which are 
located in Capitol Hill. The most recent 
addition to this innovator’s construction 
agenda will be a project located on the 
Banff Trail, in the area near the 

. University of Calgary. Regardless of the 
location of Alloy’s distinctive properties 
or the lifestyles that they’re meant to 
serve, you can be sure that form will 
follow function with absolute authority 
and finesse. For a closer look at Alloy’s 
clean lines and signature ingenuity, 
check out www.alloyhomes.com. 
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Investing in your future 


By Lorne Bradley 


So, you think you’re ready to buy your 
firsthome. Or are you? The thought of such 
a big decision can make most renters 
uncomfortable. It is normal to be scared 
when making such a large purchase, and 
with good reason. The process involved can 
be complex, daunting even, but an informed 
buyer has no need for concern. Becoming 
familiar with the process of purchasing your 
first home is the key to making a sensible 
investment decision. 

Why should you buy instead of rent? 
Kate Keough, of Remax Calgary, believes 
that there are economic and practical reasons 
to look into purchasing a home. You never 
gain equity or get a return on your 
investment when renting. For example, a 
renter of ten years has nothing to show for 
the thousands paid in rent, while a home 
owner would have ten years of equity in 
their property. Your first purchase may not 
be your “dream home,” but the equity that 
you put into it will be transferable to the next 


2 aes [Sy 
S2AN_INVESTMENTAINIRROGRESS 


NOW OPEN 


—s 


~PROFESSIONAL~ 
~BODY PIERCING~ 
Calgary’s Exclusive Retailer Of 
INFINIT Clothing 
Over 20 000 pieces of jewellery in stock 
www.bee-cool.com 
255-9773 
#44 6130 IA Street SW. 
| Located next to Skaters across from the 
Chinook C-train station 


May ‘01 OUTLGQKS 


26 


home you buy. At any time you can decide 
to sell your home and, in fact, most 
homeowners move after only five or six 
years. Real estate generally appreciates in 
value, and makes an excellent investment. 
There is also a lot of room for growth in the 
housing market and, with current low 
interest rates, some mortgage payments 
actually cost less than rent. But, most 
importantly, buying and personalizing a 
home can be a lot of fun! 

Once you have made the decision to 
buy, the first step is finding a qualified and 
trustworthy realtor. According to Keough, 
“The realtor should sit down and have an 
interview to discuss your budget, along with 
your needs and wants for the home.” The 
realtor will create a framework to help you 
find a property within your expectations, and 
will have access to many types of dwellings 
through their “network” of agents and real 
estate companies. This allows them to filter 
out those that fit within your framework. 

A realtor provides many valuable 
services, such as being a source of advice 
and experience to help you avoid common 
pitfalls. A realtor assumes certain liability 
and will help to protect your investment. On 
the other hand, if you purchase privately you 
are taking a huge risk on your own. Realtors 
have common sense and expert judgment to 
help you get the most out of your 
investment. In contrast, a buyer who is 
purchasing a first home privately may be 
influenced by emotion. Agents also have 
access to the Real Estate Board, which 
provides contracts that secure the sale of the 
home. Best of all, the services of a realtor 
are free for buyers, so there’s no reason not 
to have one! 

“Purchase the best home that you can 
afford,” is Keough’s advice. Don’t forget to 
budget for living expenses. Your realtor 
should be able to help you plan a budget that 
considers how much you can afford to pay 
on a mortgage. The institution that lends 
you the money will determine the maximum 
amount by a formula that includes 
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REALTOR KATE KEOUGH 
deductions for liabilities, such as credit cards 


and car loans. If you are planning on 
purchasing a new home and a car, it is 
advisable to purchase the home first, as the 
car may reduce the maximum amount that 
you are able to borrow. 

It is also important to shop around when 
choosing a mortgage. The purchase of a 
house may be the single biggest investment 
in your lifetime, and getting a good interest 
rate can save you tens of thousands of 
dollars. If you have a good credit rating, you 
can sometimes negotiate with banks or 
mortgage brokers even below their 
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~ We welcome Fred Dicker as 


Fred brings to Outlooks 


advertised rate. Begin with referrals to 
institutions that have been used by your 
family, as you can sometimes take advantage 
of their good credit. And, before home- 
hunting, get pre-approved for your 
mortgage. The pre-approval will state the 
maximum amount the institution is willing 
to lend you. If you put in a competing offer 
for a house, the buyer will often look to see 
if you are pre-approved. The Internet is an 
excellent resource for comparing mortgage 
rates. However, be aware of institutions that 
offer “cash-back” incentives: sometimes 
their interest rates are higher, which will cost 
you more money over the lifespan of your 
mortgage. 

You can decide to have a closed or open 
mortgage. A closed mortgage locks in the 
interest rate at the time of the mortgage, 
while an open one uses the fluctuating 
market rate for your month-to-month 
interest. Most people choose a closed 
mortgage rate, as they can predict their 
payments on a monthly basis. 

There is a minimum down payment of 
five percent for all residential home 
purchases, and the money used for the down 
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Fred will be helping Outlooks to offer more support services to the GLBT commu- 
nity of Edmonton. He will be instrumental in developing campaigns for thes 
: : support groups, 
and sporting groups/events . 


in the Edmonton area can be 


lu would like to see new 


our area, let him kn 


You can reach Fred for Outlooks business at (780) 447-3006 
or through email at edmonton @ outlooks.ab.ca. 
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payment cannot be borrowed. Any 
additional money that is put into this initial 
investment of funds will reduce the amount 
you have to borrow and, in turn, save you 
money. It is important that you don’t forget 
to save enough money to meet your budget 
requirements. A home will also have 
closing costs that you should include within 
your expenses. Property taxes are paid in 
advance, so you may also have to pay them 
upon possession. GST is only charged on 
brand-new houses or refurbished condos, so 
it is advantageous to purchase a “slightly 
used” home to save several thousand dollars. 

A lawyer should be hired to work out 
the legal details after a deal has been 
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reached. Gary Courtney, of Courtney 
Sebree Law Firm, advises that a lawyer will 
ensure that your legal rights are protected. 
Your lawyer will hold deposits until the 
transaction has been completed and register 
the complex paperwork involved with a 
property sale. He or she will also ensure that 
structures on the property are actually 
located on the property that you are 
purchasing. In the event of a discrepancy, 
your lawyer will be able to provide expert 
advice and act in your interest. No 
documents should be signed without legal 
consultation, but if it is necessary, make the 
document conditional upon approval by 
your lawyer. The money spent on this very 
necessary safeguard is a good investment to 
ensure the property transfer goes smoothly, 
and that all appropriate documentation is 
registered properly. 

The most important advice from 
realtors and lawyers is to get a home 
inspection! Gary Courtney recommends 
that your lawyer should make any 
paperwork you sign conditional upon a 
successful home inspection. For less than 
$350, a qualified inspector will examine the 
home’s_ structure, electrical system, 
plumbing system and roof. This inspection 
may alert you to problems that you would 
not have otherwise noticed, and can save 
thousands of dollars. A personal visual 
inspection or video-tape is also important to 


les a truism by now that they 


mean the most in time of need. 


When someone you know is going through the sorrow and confusion of life’s 


hardest experience, take the time to stop by the funeral home and let them know 


that you care. 


Leyden’s Funeral Home 
and 
Bow Valley Crematorium 
304 - 18th Ave. S.W. 
Calgary, AB 
403-228-4422 


Eden Brook Memorial 
Gardens 
17th Ave S.W. & Lower Spring Park Rd. 
403-217-3700 


Leyden’s Funeral Home 
4079 - 1st St. 
Claresholm, AB 
403-625-3212 


Mountain View Funeral 
Home 
17th Ave & Garden Rd. S.E. 
Calgary, AB 
403-272-5555 


Mountain View Memorial 
Gardens & Crematorium 
17th Ave & Garden Rd. S.E. 
Calgary, AB 
403-272-9824 


Serving Calgary and Southern Alberta since 1930 
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ensure that when you take possession of the 
house, it is in the same condition as when 
you originally viewed it. 

In all of the excitement, don’t forget that 
you still need insurance. Homeowners 


should take a comprehensive insurance 
package that includes liability insurance, 
while those in condos should obtain a policy 
with content insurance. 


The Internet is an excellent tool for 
learning about real estate, mortgages and the 
legalities surrounding your first home 
purchase. Keep in mind, though, that when 
searching for your home the Internet 
housing lists lag up to two weeks behind the 


market. You can find the perfect home 
online, but it may have been purchased 
before you can get an opportunity to see it. 
Real estate agents have up-to-the-hour 
software that can e-mail you in the event of 
finding a house that meets your criteria. 

Buying a home for the first time can be 
intimidating, but becoming familiar with 
that process will help you make the right 
decision. If you 
are considering 
_| purchasing a 
-|home, contact a 
realtor who will 
-|take time to 
,| discuss your 
f situation. When 
you are prepared, 
a you will avoid 
ommon mistakes 
and make your first 
} home purchase an 
a eex Cvenl Jie net 
investment in your 
future. 


Lorne Bradley is a student entering his 
second year at university, working towards 
a_ bachelor's degree in Computer 
Information Systems. He enjoys 
summertime activities, refereeing hockey 
and politics 


VISIT WITH THE TIMES AT OUR NEW 
LOCATION IN EARLY MAY 
2203 4TH STREET SW 


¢ MORE SELECTION 


e LARGER VARIETY 
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MAGAZINES * NEWSPAPERS ¢ GREETING CARDS 
¢ PAPERBACKS ¢ SPECIAL ORDERS 


e STILL OPEN IN KENSINGTON ¢ 


“Best magazine selection in Calgary!” 
Three years running 


SCrise if>; memberships and updates available 


2203 - 4th STREET S.W. 
PHONE: 244-8020 


118 - 10th STREET N.W. 


PHONE: 283-9257 
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Cross-cultural confusion 


By John Coulbourn 


One can’t help but notice that over the 
past several years, the gay community has 
had a strange flirtation with stereotypes. 
Let anyone in the broad (read: straight) 
community portray us in a stereotypical 
fashion—as overtly feminine lovers of 
musical theatre and opera, for 
instance—and we’ll scream ourselves silly. 

But cut us out from the herd, limit the 
conversation to an exclusively gay 
demographic, and you’ll discover that we 


are inclined to embrace those same 
stereotypes that enrage us when someone 
else dares to use them to define us. 

In defining ourselves for ourselves, we 
are as likely to use many of the same 
standards our detractors use. 

We’re not sissies, we’ll insist, but 
rather the arbiters of taste and style, riding 
in the very vanguard of the vanguard of 
refinement, determining not just today’s but 
tomorrow’s taste in decor, fashion, 
entertainment and cool. 


Cruise 
Gay Astrology’s Website 


www.AccessNewAge.con/Stargayzer 


for 
Lichtenstein’s horoscopes 
Gay Love Signs, Closets in your Chart 
Stonewall horoscope 


This site offers easy to order 
personal readings by Madam L. 
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Which is, of course, utter poppycock. 

If being gay gives us an infallible taste 
in understated elegance, how then are we to 
explain Liberace? If being gay accords us 
superior taste in fashion, then somebody is 
going to have to spend some time 
explaining Richard Simmons to me —but 
before you waste your time explaining him 
to me, I’d suggest you spend a bit of time 
explaining “gay” to Simmons. If the ‘gay 
gene’ affords us an infallible sense of 
interior design, then I’ve been in the homes 
of numerous’ severely repressed 
heterosexuals over the years, and, truth to 
tell, possibly lived in one or two of them 
myself, I’ll blushingly admit. 

And frankly, any notion that the gay 
community has the market cornered on 
social refinement and elegance leaves most 
bars in a huff a good hour before last call 
most nights. 

In the overall scheme of things, 
however, the gay community’s flirtation 
with stereotypes has seemed essentially 
harmless. I mean, anyone who has spent 
any time moving around the gay 
community in all its tremendous variety 
knows in his heart of hearts that the only 
absolute in the gay community is that there 
are absolutely no absolutes, save sexual 
preference. We are, finally, a people as 
varied—in taste, style, race, income—as 
the larger community from which we’ve 
sprung. 

But now, it appears that the whole 
business of embracing our stereotypes is 
about to turn around and bite us in the 
butt—and not in any sort of way that could 
possibly be construed as intimate foreplay. 

Seems there is amovement afoot in the 
American media—which, over time, come 
to think of it, has proven to be a veritable 
artesian well of sheer lunacy—to label 
straight men with tastes that could broadly 
be defined as gay as ‘culturally gay.’ 

Now, on the surface of things, that 


: ss has NEYNING 
asa not seem to ae any sort of big whoop. 
I mean, so what if a straight man who loves 
opera, f’rinstance, is now to be defined as 
culturally gay? 

Who’s it going to hurt? 

Well, nobody, in the short term, I 
suppose, but over the long-haul, when you 
look at both sides of the coin, it represents 
yet another step towards utter anarchy. 

If a straight man who loves opera is 
culturally gay, then is a gay man who 
loathes opera and loves, say, country and 
western music, now to be dismissed as 
culturally straight? And what about the 
folks caught in the middle—the guys with 
impeccably decorated homes who haven’t 
missed a single game in the hockey 
playoffs? Are we now to consign them to 
the netherworld of cultural bisexuals? If 
you absolutely adored Barbra Streisand, 
then smashed all her records, destroyed all 
her tapes and are now using her CDs as 
coasters, are you now _ culturally 
transsexual? 


Brian Mahoney & John McNeill 


(403) 259-4141 or Toll Free (877)259-4141 


#10, 6020 - 1A Street S.W., Calgary, Alberta T2H 0G3 


Fax: (403) 259-4305 

e-mail: brijohn@cadvision.com 

Janell Shandro & Joanne Irvine, 
Licensed Assistants 


* SUITE 204, 59 - 2 


DEDICATED TO PROVIDING 
QUALITY FINANCIAL 
LEADERSHIP, MANAGEMENT 
AND BUSINESS SERVICES 


FOR SMALL TO MEDIUM-SIZED BUSINESSES, 
NOT-FOR-PROFIT AND OTHER 
ORGANIZATIONS INCLUDING BUSINESSES 
IN THE HEALTH AND FITNESS INDUSTRY 


ID AVENUE SW 


CALGARY, ALBERTA T2S 3C7 


PHONE/FAX 
EMAIL ak@akrpc.ca 


403 245 8748 


www.akrpc.ca 


It seems to me that whole object of this 
effort to liberate ourselves sexually was to 
do away with labels, to smash stereotypes 
and deal with each other as human beings, 
pure and simple. There are few things in 
this world of which I am more certain than 
this: If there is any hope of all aspects of 
humanity sharing this world in anything 
even remotely resembling accord, it will 
happen because we have fewer ways to 
label people, not more. 


John Coulbourn is a_ native 
Albertan who lived for many years in 
Calgary. He now makes his home in 
Toronto, where he covers performing 
arts for the Toronto Sun. 


Read Outlooks in its 
entirety on the Internet at 


: aS : sibua / /www.outlooks.ab.ca 
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CHECK OUT THE NEW LOOK 
Fetishwear ° Leather-Latex 
Gothic * Punk Shoes * Wigs 
Extensive selection of alternative 


lifestyles books & magazines 


25% OFF EVERYTHING IN STORE 


CUSTOM ORDERS EXCLUDED 


Community owned & operated 
(780) 428-5847 
(403) 265-77 


Edmonton 9652 Jasper Ave 
Calgary 426 - 8th Ave SE 
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3) Freddy suggests this doll 
over a long-distance lover 
10) Darin James drives in its 
Northwest division 
11) Pattern of cover model's 
cast-off shirt (not plaid) 
12) An ally to RJ Taylor: Dr. 
lan 
13) Tennis playing lesbian 
pioneer: King 
17) U.S. watchdog group for 
positive gay portrayals 
18) Hay storage or open- 
plan dwelling 
22) Chelsea Boy Nathan 
looks over at photos on 
's desk 
23) Elton John's real name: 
Dwight 
25) They can deal 
insurance, mortgages or 
stocks 
26) Gay couples can identify 
themselves on this 
28) Colour of The Flags 
living/dining room & fireside 
area 
30) Freddy's 2nd "patient" is 
‘Keeping It In The 
31) Money-Pennies' new 
bartender, pg. 38 
32) A good mom to have on your side: 
Theresa 
33) This Patrick played Will Truman's 
closeted boyfriend 
34) Pertaining to the ear, this implant's 
a breakthrough 
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development 
5) Explorer!G/L author Rod 
6) The West Wing's creator: Aaron 


7) Location of The Flags guesthouse 


8) Calgary's coronation took place at 
the Inn & Convention Centre 
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clues & words by Outlooks staff 


answers on Page 43 
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19) Outlooks’ \atest addition to its 
Edmonton team 

20) This year it falls on May 13th. 
21) Columnist Catherine or porn-star 
Leo 

24) Combination of metals or 
innovative home builder 


Usten darlings, aummer is practically here, and sculpting your body into a form suitable for public and private 
conaumption is paramount. the right equipment and e few sold words of advice can go a long way toward keeping you 
taut in the right places We can give you afl that, and at the beat prices In the iand. 
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25) Italian (F) for "beautiful," as in = é i FOL 
Vista = . eee 139A-167H AVE. AE 
27) Don't You Wish? vehicle or 403 259-8887 403 277-8788 
Kermit's nephew 47-8881 

MON TO FRI 9-9 + SAT 10 - 6 + SUN 12 - 5+ (store hours may vary) * www.fitnessdepot.ca 


46) Is this man addicted to boards? Zo) ihe Devils a whats] 
Roy 50) Oscar-nominated deatnces VANCOUVER - BURNABY « LANGLEY - EDMONTON - CALGARY - WINNIPEG - WINDSOR - LONDON 
ST CATHARINES - KITCHENER - TORONTO - BARRIE- OTIAWA - MONTREAL: QUEBEC - SHERBROOKE 


Edmonton's Most Cow~lete 
Gay Men's Bath House 


Providing a secure, clean, friendly environment 
for Gay and Bisexual Men. 


9) Religious leader in the Jewish faith 
DOWN 14) Ken Werstuik is off to visit 
15) Eminem's real name: Marshall 
1) An 'M' responsibility word, but not Mm 
"marriage" 
2) He plays gay on the ‘Creek 


4) Citrus fruit or funky East Village 17) Winnipeg's largest gay nightspot 


PHASE Il NOW SELLING 
VISIT OUR NEW SHOWHOMES 


City’s Centre ¢ River's Edge 


Inglewood 
Grove 


Two Steam Rooms, 
XXX Video Room 
TV Lounge 
Hot Tub 

Lockers 

Snack Bar 

Weight Room 
Secure Entrance 
Big Fluffy Towels 
Open Shower Area 


Spacious Rooms With 
Single, Double Or 
King Size Beds. 


@y ST. STREETSIDE 


‘ez Fema ere gececna 


Hours: Mon-Thur 2-8 pm; Sat-Sun & Holidays 12-5pm 


Call 264-4958 


Town Homes 
From: 


$1708 


© Two & Three bedrooms 

* Attatched garage 

7 brand name appliances 
© Window coverings 

© High speed intemet service 


Some Rooms 


3 é F ; Have Cable TV 


Ask About Our 
Daily Rate Specials 
on Rooms and Lockers 


Meet new friends, relax, have fun. 
Enjoy our warm welcome & comfortable atmosphere. 


Monday nights (4-12) STUDENTS wit [D receive a 25% discount. 


Visit us at 9668 Jasper Ave. (1 block east of Canada Place) 
or call us at 422 2581 
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Visit www. streeteidehomes. com 
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AIDS is the issue, not age 


yy 


AIDS CALGARY 


awareness association 


The face of HIV is always changing. 
AIDS Service Organizations and HIV 
support networks across the continent have 
seen people from all walks of life coming 
through their doors. HIV does not 
discriminate on the basis of gender, sexual 
orientation, race, wealth, education or 
even age. 

Despite this, we still have prejudices 
about people who have HIV. We think of 
a certain type of person, even when the 
evidence tells us that all different kinds of 
people live with HIV every day. When we 
consider those living with HIV or the ones 
at risk of becoming infected, we don’t tend 
to think of people over the age of fifty. In 
fact, we often think of HIV only affecting 
young people. 

Consequently, people of a certain age 
may think themselves immune. They may 
believe that only young people have the 
virus and, therefore, older people can’t 
catch it from each other. It’s something 
they don’t necessarily feel they have to 
worry about. However, it is this false 
sense of security that just might be a new 
cause for concern in the fight against 
AIDS. 

According to R.H. Keller, of the 
Biodorn clinic in Florida, based on recent 
research it was found that people over fifty 
have the fastest-growing infection rate for 
HIV. He also points out that individuals in 
this age group are less likely than their 
younger counterparts to practice safer sex 
or get tested for STDs. Educators 
everywhere are asking themselves why. 


COCHTRAILISM 
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There could be many reasons for this 
phenomenon but the biggest seems to be 
the overwhelming belief that older people 
are not at risk for STDs. When it is 
pointed out that we are seeing a rising in 
HIV infection amongst people over fifty, 
most people seem surprised. We don’t 
think of HIV as something that could 
happen to Mom and Dad or Grandma and 
Grandpa. This very perception could be 
what is putting people at risk. 


In our ageist culture, we don’t think 
that people of a certain age even have sex. 
We definitely don’t think of them as IV 
drug users. However, this just isn’t true. 
Our society is changing and many people 
over the age of fifty are living more active 
lifestyles—and that may include some 
high-risk behaviors. 

With a higher divorce rate, more 
people in the age group are finding 
themselves single and are actively dating 
and choosing to have an active sex life. 
Therefore, just like other sexually active 
people, they could be at risk for HIV and 
other STDs if they don’t take the proper 
precautions to lower those risks. Also, 
medications like Viagra make it easier for 
people to have sex, therefore increasing 
the opportunity for high-risk behavior to 
occur. 

Men and women in this age group 
may not feel the need to ask their partners 
about their sexual history. They may 
assume, as many of us do, that their 
partners are fairly monogamous. This 
assumption of safe partners is exactly like 
the assumptions that other age groups 
make that put them at risk. 

Also, sex education programs and 
materials on the risk of HIV infection has 
been aimed at a different generation. 


People born before the 1960s received a 
very different message about sex and 
sexuality than people born later. Again, 
ignorance to the fact that older people 
could be at risk has prevented the 
appropriate messages from getting to this 
group. 

Being raised in a different time may 
also contribute. Societal values that people 
might have been raised with may make it 
uncomfortable for them to ask their 
partners about using a condom. At one 
time, it was believed that condoms were 
only used by undesirable types. People 
over fifty may have different levels of 
comfort with using protection and talking 
about STDs. 

This is of particular interest to the gay 
community as well. While more and more 
young people are coming out in the early 
twenties and teens, many men who are 
over fifty are coming out now for the first 
time. Changing culture and a more open 
society are making it easier for men who 
have lived closeted lives for a long time to 
finally come out and be proud of being 
gay. Like their heterosexual counterparts, 
if coming out means a more active sex life, 
the risk of STD and HIV infection is there. 


THE MEN’S GROUP 


The Men’s Group is a safe place for 
men to talk with their peers about life’s 
issues. 

Call GLCSA for more details 234-8973 


Mondays 
7:00pm - 8:30pm 
upstairs at Money Pennies 1742 10 ave SW 


- Sponsored by the Gay and Lesbian 
Community Services Association & The 
Men’s Project 


It is important for HIV educators to 
address this issue. Messages that are 
aimed at the general public and youth may 
not be appropriate for this segment of the 
population. We must examine how we are 
presenting our prevention messages to 
make sure that we are reaching all those at 
risk, including those over fifty. We cannot 
continue to leave people out. 

Some of the methods already in use 
may be appropriate. Peer education seems 
successful in many communities in the 
fight against AIDS and having people of 
similar age discussing the issues and 
presenting prevention messages may be 
one way to fight rising infection rates and 
ignorance about HIV. 
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coming soon: 
Voice Out is your 
opportunity to 
speak your mind on 
issues important to- 
gay men’s health — 
and sexuality, 


The fifty-plus community must take 
this on if we are going to see infection 
rates drop. Like other communities, they 
must understand the impact that HIV is 
having on their demographic and foster a 
desire to do something about it. Healthy 
sexuality should be for all people, not just 
the young ones. 

One thing is for sure, we must change 
our view of people over fifty. People in 
this age group are living healthy and active 
lives and many are active sexually. 
Therefore, they need the same care and 
attention as the other segments of society. 

AIDS Calgary and The Gay and 
Lesbian Community Services Association 
have always been blessed with strong 
volunteer support from all age groups. If 
you are interested in volunteering with us, 
please contact Katherine at AIDS Calgary 
at (403) 508-2500 or Arizzona at GLCSA 
at (403) 234-8973. 


LOCKSMITHS 
LTD. 


Goothills 
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We have the key to your closet. 
Do not duplicate! 
COMMERCIAL * RESIDENTIAL * AUTOMOTIVE 
GOOD SERVICE * FAIR PRICE 


YOUR PERSONAL CARD 


Specializing in High 


Mul-T-Lock System 


279-0561 


Bay 2, 5710 Barlow Trail S.E. 


Located in Foothills Industrial Park 


Check out our evolving website at www.glcsa.org/ s 
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By Charlene Lichtenstein 


Grab the maypole and dance, kids: the 
sultry summer is not far off. This May will 
deliver unusual surprises as a result of our 
actions, thanks to renegade Mars, Pluto, 
Neptune and Uranus. Mark my words: 
these old sods will make mincemeat out of 
all our best-laid plans. The chickens will 
come home to roost—how do you like your 
eggs, hon, scrambled or just hatched? 


ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 20) 

If you are planning a great escape, 
make sure to check your reservations and 
itinerary at least twice. Plans may have a 
way of getting sidetracked and what you 
thought you’d get at the end of the rainbow 
will not be what the travel agent promised. 
Pack your optimism and expect some grand 
and surprising elements that will certainly 
make your life more, ahem, interesting. 


TAURUS (APR 21 - MAY 21) 

Be careful of what you wish in a lover, 
gay Bull. Sex will have a way of getting out 
of control this May, when energetic Mars 
runs amok with Pluto, Uranus and Neptune. 
Stow the whips and chains and be a bit 
discerning: how would you like that wet 
dream to show up at your office the next 
day dressed only in a g-string and a prayer. 
Hmmm, may I? 


GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUN 21) 

If your witty repartee with partners is a 
little “strained,” chalk it up to the retrograde 
gang. These Wilde orbs will cast a fog 
between the two of you and, if you’re 
searching for a special someone, check out 
the merchandise carefully before you buy. 
All May you will have no idea of what size 
you need and what style looks best. How 
tight and garish do you want it, hot pink 
Twin? 


CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 23) 

Proud Crabs will feel like rats on a 
treadmill this month, as work 
responsibilities become almost 
overwhelming. To make matters even 
worse, you won’t accomplish as much as 
you would like or as much as you would 
expect, considering the effort. Maybe it’s 
time to break out and take a well-deserved 
vacation. Enjoy the vistas and don’t leave a 
forwarding phone number. 


LEO (JUL 24 - AUG 23) 

Fun was never so much trouble. The 
retro planets will have a way of ruining the 
best of parties with misdeeds and 
miscommunications. Queer Lions would 
be better off enjoying a day at work or a 
stint at the gym, where at least they will feel 
appreciated and at ease. It’s better than 
spending too much money and effort on 
questionable pastimes that, for now, will tip 
you into the abyss. 


VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEPT 23) 

If you thought about escaping to your 
safe cocoon at home, think again gay 
Virgin. Retro.Mars.-will stir.up a hornet’s 
nest in any home-related issues: If you are 
thinking of taking down walls, stop and talk 
to a contractor, If you are angling for new 
groundbreaking discussions with family, 
prepare for WWIII.” 

Well, sometimes you have to detonate 
a few bombs to get noticed... 


LIBRA (SEPT 24 - OCT 23) 

Pink Libras will more than likely let 
the proverbial cat out of the bag when 
planets turn the screws on communications. 
Mars will practically broadcast your darkest 
secrets and you'll be doing double duty to 
fix what these maurading orbs have 
scratched.___On_the bright side, certain 
secrets will hold you back from true 
happiness: sometimes, cats and people are 
happiest out of the bag. 


SCORPIO (OCT 24 - NOV 22) 

Queer Scorps will be shaken, rattled and 
rolled financially when a gang of retrograde 
planets picks their pockets. Avoid any undue 
risks, especially when it comes-to investing. 
It would be a shame to blow your wad on a 
fog, a dream anda prayer—although that can 
be very tempting. Save your pennies and 
spend to the hilt in Pride month. 


H OR OS C OPE 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 23 - DEC 22) 

Don’t be surprised if the planets serve 
you a hot steaming portion of gay Archer 
au jus. Mars will stir up your public 
persona and the folks that you meet and 
greet could be very good‘{or very bad) for 
you. Choose your mentors wisely, my 
friend, think before you act and try to 
communicate very carefully and 
diplomatically this May. Oy! Look who 
I’m talking to! 


CAPRICORN (DEC 23 - JAN 20) 

Proud Caps are fairly tight lipped, but 
May will bring a veritable planetary 
liberation with you starring as Che 
Guevera. There will be an especially 
powerful force working behind the scenes, 
one which could transform and overturn all 
that you hide and avoid in life. I 
recommend a good cleaning of the pipes 
where secrets and closets are concerned. 
Don’t let it shake your self-confidence, 
sweetie. 


AQUARIUS (JAN 21 - FEB19) 
Aqueerians»will be out and about in 
far-reaching,-global ways. If you believe 
that your career is stalled because of recent 
problems, at least the retro gang of planets 
will dispel you of such silly notions. These 
are opportunities, pal. The main thing is 
not to listen to the advice of friends—what 


DON'T LEAVE TOWN 
WITHOUT YOUR MIRROR... 


URS 1S LOOKING BACKWARD __ 


WE'RE NOW THE COMFORT INN. 
STILL COOL. STILL PROUD. 
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1-888-605-5333 (604)605-4333 
WWW.COMFORTINNDOWNTOWN.COM 
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is right for others may not be right for you. 
Go with your inner voice and grab the gold. 


PISCES (FEB 20 - MAR 20) 

If Guppies are keen to climb that 
corporate ladder, it would be best not to 
take any drastic risks this month. The gang 
of retrograde planets will have a way of 
screwing up your best-laid professional 
plans by detonating a neutron bomb where 
a molotov cocktail (as in drink!) may 
suffice. Whine'to yourself in the quiet of 
your room, if you must, but don’t let the 
sharks smell your panic. 


(c) 2001 MADAM LICHTENSTEIN, 
LLC., All Rights Reserved. For 
Entertainment 
Purposes Only. Cruise 
www.AccessNewAge.com/Stargayzer for 
e-greetings, horoscopes and Pride 
jewelry. My book HerScopes; A Guide To 
Astrology For Lesbians from Simon & 
Schuster is available at bookstores and 
major booksites. 
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SHOULD I DONATE MY SPERM To THEM...21 HUH. LOOK AT ROSITA'S DESK... 
PHOTOS OF HER KipS... ALL THOSE CLITE 
DRAWINGS THEY'VE DONE. WHAT ‘VE 
ZGor? A Picture oF MY DOG, 
FOR CHURISSAKES... 
AN ANSWER 
BY THURSDAY... 


HERE I AM,AZ... I'VE BEEN GOING 
To BARS SiNCE TI WAS 1G... AND IT'S 
STitt THE SAME OLD SCENE -- THERES 


L ALMOST FEEL LiKE 
SAYING “NO.” JUST B 
To SPITE HER... 


SON WAS GRANDCHILDREN... y 


THEN AGAIN, Do I REALLY NEED 
ANOTHER KiD IN MY Ure? T PEEL 
LIKE IM UVING with TWO 
CHILDREN ALREADY !! 


When I was growing up, it always 
amused me to hear my mother and aunts 
launch into a particularly vicious attack 
on someone’s character with the 
penitential disclaimer, “I don’t mean to 
be unkind, but...” It is in this spirit that 

I put pen to paper with regard to a little 
group known as ATC, and their recent 
self-titled CD. 

At first I thought that ATC was the 
result of some sort of marketing 
overhaul performed on the A-Teens, 
much in the same way that Kentucky 
Fried Chicken became KFC. I was 
wrong, of course. What I did learn, 

_ however, was that I could add the letters 
ATC to my list of scary acronyms, which 
includes HIV, DOA, TNT and KFC, to 
_ name but a few. 

ATC stands for A Touch of 
Class—it could easily be for A Troupe of 
Cheekbones as well—and the group is 
one of the latest additions to the world of 
happy-joy-joy teen pop. (It goes without 
saying that said world is now so grossly 


SURE, THE KIO WOULD Live 
WITH RicK! AND LUCIE... 
BUT WHAT if HE WANTS TO 
SPEND SOME TIME WITH 
Hts DAD-- WOULD LI 
HAVE To HiDE ALL MY... 
UH... STUFF? 


overpopulated with newcomers, Britney 
seems like a Pilgrim). The amount of 
fluff generated by new releases in this 
genre alone makes the music industry 
look like Calgary during Cottonwood 
allergy season. In this regard, ATC 
doesn’t disappoint; in fact, if you’re a 
fan of mindless guilty pleasures, then 
this CD is a must-have for your 
collection. 

To put things into a bit of 
perspective, ATC makes S Club 7 sound 
positively Wagnerian by comparison—it 
is the ultimate treacly treat for lazy 


eardrums. Perhaps the best way to 
describe the group’s. style is 
“transitional”—that is, somewhere 


between the childlike innocence of Raffi 
and the profound poetic irony of The 
Backstreet Boys. 

On some of this CD’s better-known 
cuts, listeners will be stunned by ATC’s 
remarkable ability to conquer repetitive, 
one-syllable lyrics with such complete 
authority. On Around the World, this 


To BE MORE To LIFE THAN THis... 


WHAT WOULD I BE To “HE Kip, 
ANYWAY -- HiS “UNCLE”? No... L 
GUESS I> BE THE FATHER... 
BUT NOT THE PARENT... SHIT-— 
THIS IS SO CONFUSING. 


HMMM... L 
SP0SE THERE'S 
REALLY ONLY 
ONE ANSWER... 


crew of poppy moppets nails the very 
difficult refrain of “la-la-la-la-la” with 
enviable aplomb; likewise, on My Heart 
Beats Like a Drum (dam-dam-dam, 
which actually sounds like “dumb- 
dumb-dumb”—and I wish all four of 
them were) their collective ability to 
thrill knows no bounds. 

Oddly, this collection of cherubic 
cheekbone-bearers (two guys; two girls, 
natch) frequently sounds like a single 
female singing. This leads me to a 
number of possible conclusions: a) their 
ability to harmonize is amazing, b) the 
boys are back-up dancers and don’t sing, 
c) the boys are castrati, or d) the boys are 
merely decoration on the cover to boost 
sales to fags and fourteen-year-old girls. 
Quick, someone call Robert Stack, we 
have an Unsolved Mysteries segment 
here. 

Perhaps one of the most baffling 
things on this album is that ATC offers 
consumers the somewhat bizarre 
experience of listening to “love” songs 
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sung by individuals who have likely not 
yet had occasion to grow pubic hair. Oh, 
young people these days... 

Actually, if you can make it past the 
breathy, cosmic-lulu introduction at the 
CD’s start, it becomes rapidly apparent 
that these kids know how to make their 
pop go ‘pop.’ Even though listening to 
ATC’s music is rather like having 
someone forcibly fill your ears with 
Squeez-a-snack cheese, the material is 
upbeat enough to get you going in the 
morning or prep’d for a night of carefree 
fun in the clubs. And for those who 
can’t make the leap of faith required to 
enjoy this big, bright wad of bubblegum, 
there’s always the consolation of 
knowing that puberty is going to put all 
four of these little buggers right ‘round 
the bend. 


Review by David Crosson 
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By Sean McLennan 


If you were alert during the Academy 
Awards, you might have noticed a film 
called Sound and Fury nominated for Best 
Documentary. Chances are you missed it, 
since documentaries seldom receive the 
attention they deserve Sound and Fury 
didn’t win, but it was certainly deserving 
of its nomination. 

The film revolves around the Artinian 
family in New York, who have been 
polarized around recent issues that the deaf 
community faces. Their relationships are 
a little entangled and there’s a bit of 
background to cover, but it’s all crucial to 
understanding them, their struggles, and 
why you, the GLBT audience should care. 
So bear with me. Peter Artinian is deaf 
(since birth) and is one of four siblings, 
including a deaf sister. Peter married a 
deaf woman, Nita, and they have three 
children, all of whom are deaf. Peter’s 
parents are hearing. 

Peter’s brother, Chris, is hearing and 
married a hearing wife, Mari. However, 
both Mari’s parents are deaf and so she 
also grew up close to the deaf community. 
They have five children (two sets of 
twins!) all of whom are hearing except 
one, one of the youngest set of twins. So, 
to recap, there are two nuclear families, 
one hearing with a set of deaf 
grandparents, and one deaf with hearing 
grandparents, all of whom are competent, 
if not native speakers of American Sign 
Language (ASL). 

Enter the final player and source of all 
the drama: the cochlear implant. The 
cochlea is the innermost, nautilus-like part 
of the ear and it is lined with tiny hairs that 
respond to different frequencies of sound. 
It is typically these hairs that are damaged 
in congenitally deaf individuals, not the 
actual nerves that pass the stimulation on 
to the rest of the brain. Recently, it has 
become possible to insert a tiny electrode 
into the cochlea to stimulate the nerves, 
which artificially restores hearing in a deaf 
person. Although it doesn’t capture 
anything close to normal hearing, it is 
sufficient for implanted infants to develop 
normal-sounding speech and to learn and 
understand spoken language. Chalk one 
up for modern science! (Actually, chalk 
one up for being able to restore hearing to 
deaf individuals! That’s a_ pretty 
impressive accomplishment.) 

However, you may be a little surprised 
to discover that the deaf community in 
general find the cochlear implant 
“deplorable.” Why? Because they see it 
as a threat to their culture, language and 
way of life; in short, they see it as a road to 
something akin to “genocide.” 

This is the issue that shredded the 
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Sounds like us 


harmony of the Artinian family when, at 
more or less the same time, Chris and Mari 
decided to pursue the cochlear implant for 
their newborn boy, and Peter and Nita’s 
eldest daughter, Heather (then four-and-a- 
half) came to them and expressed a desire 
for one herself. Most hearing people have 
a swift and resolute reaction: “If there’s 
any chance of restoring hearing and 
allowing your child to grow up with 
normal sounding speech, then do it! Don’t 
you want the best for your child? Don’t 
you want to give them every possible 
opportunity?” 

Ignore, for the moment, that the 
surgery will forever tie the child to an 
electronic processor (currently, about the 
size of a pocket book) and turn them into a 
chronic hospital patient. Ignore the 
inherent gamble that the chances of 
spoken 


restoring completely normal 


language decrease exponentially with age 
such that Heather, at just four, would need 
to be entered into hours of therapy per 
week with no guarantees of the quality of 
her speech. Let’s ignore those concerns 
and just consider the cultural issues at 
stake—the issues that have much of the 
deaf world in an uproar. 

Sound and Fury presents a side of the 
deaf community that we seldom see. It 
depicts a group of people that struggle 
day-to-day to convince the overwhelming 
majority that surrounds them that they are 
not defective human beings. They 
struggle not because they can’t hear, but 
because they have to interact in a world 
that assumes that they can. They struggle 
to make the hearing world realize that they 
can lead happy, normal, productive, 
independent lives; that they shouldn’t be 
considered handicapped, just different. 

Sound familiar? How about if I repeat 
that in a slightly different context: “It 
depicts a group of people that struggle 
day-to-day to convince the overwhelming 
majority that surrounds them that they are 
not defective human beings. They 
struggle not because they aren’t straight, 
but because they have to interact in a 
world that assumes that they are. They 
struggle to make the straight world realize 
that they can lead happy, normal, 


productive, independent lives; that they 
shouldn’t be considered abnormal, just 
different.” 

From the opening scenes of Sound 
and Fury, there is. an obvious parallel 
between the deaf and GLBT communities. 
So much so, in some sections you could 
simply replace the words “deaf” and 
“hearing” with “gay” and “straight.” I 
think that, at first, many people have 
difficulty seeing this analogy on two 
grounds: first, they can’t get over seeing 
deafness as a handicap, and second, they 
can’t see how deafness can define a 
culture. 

The first standard argument that one 
typically hears is about highly improbable 
impending danger situations: deaf people 
are clearly at a disadvantage because they 
can’t hear that dump-truck / mugger / pack 
of wild dogs bearing down on them. But 
seriously, the number of life and death 
scenarios in which hearing plays the 
critical role are pretty infrequent—how 
often do you hear of deaf people being in 
accidents such as this? The only real 
challenges that deaf people face are 
imposed upon them by a hearing world 
and, for the most part, they don’t have 


much trouble adapting to those challenges. 
Do you feel impaired because you can’t 
see infrared? Aliens that had this ability 
would certainly wonder how we managed 
to evolve without the ability to locate 
predators and prey in the dark. With no 
basis for comparison, we don’t see how 
our own lives are impaired by our sensory 
limitations, and we do not feel deprived or 
hampered in our everyday lives. The deaf 
community feels the same. 

Concerning the question of culture, 
the deaf community presents a special case 
compared to, say, the blind or quadriplegic 
communities. That is because of 
language: language and communication 
are one of the strongest factors in defining 
identity, kinship and culture. Unlike other 
demographic groups, the deaf share a 
distinct and unique form of language. 
Most people naively believe that ASL is 
simply a signed form of English. Nothing 
could be further from the truth. In fact, 
typologically, ASL has more in common 
with Chinese than English. Sign 
languages the world over are as individual, 
complex and mutually unintelligible as 
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English, Tagalog, Japanese and Hausa. 
They are acquired in the same manner, on 
the same developmental time-scale as 
spoken languages, and linguists have 
demonstrated time and again that they are 
subject to the same universal constraints a 
all languages. Language on its own is a 
strong enough sociological argument to 
validate “deaf culture.” 

The deaf community shares another 
really important similarity with the GLBT 
community that other minorities 
communities don’t: parents and children 
don’t necessarily share the same traits. 
This raises completely unique issues for 
both communities. There is a visceral, 
probably biological, desire for your 
children to be like you. For a hearing 
family with a deaf child or a straight 
family with a gay child, (or vice versa) 
there’s an inherent alienation from each 
other that requires extra effort, 
understanding and compassion to bridge. 
Unfortunately, as we all know, the gap is 
not always bridged and the stress can drive 
families apart. 

Because I saw such a strong analogy 
between the deaf and gay communities in 
this film, it was natural to extend the 
‘analogy further to the analogous situation 
in the gay community. Suppose medical 


all 
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Edmonton 
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science finally identified the “gay gene” 
and developed a therapy for it. I’d find 
that a terrible prospect, as would I suspect 
most GLBT people who have come to 
grips with their identity. I’d feel like it was 
genocide; that it was an attempt to 
eliminate a distinct group of people for the 
sole reason that they didn’t conform to a 
majority definition of what was “normal.” 
What about children? I would like to 
have children some day. Although I 
couldn’t ever be anything but completely 
devoted to, and accepting of, them 
however they turn out, and wouldn’t ever 
do anything to direct their course of self- 
realization, I’d be dishonest if I didn’t 
admit that I’d harbour a secret desire for 
them to also be gay. So that they'd be like 
me, and I could relate to them on that 
level. Is that selfish? Shouldn’t I wish that 
my children were straight so that they 
wouldn’t have to go through the same 
things that I did? That they’d have an 
easier life living in a straight world? Is it 
selfish for a deaf person to want their 
children to also be deaf? So that they’d 
have an easier time in the hearing world? 
By the same token, a straight/hearing 
family, I’m sure, feels the same way as I 
do; they want their children to be the same 
so that they can relate to them on that 
level. Shouldn’t I then be sympathetic to 
the desire of a straight/hearing family to 


make their gay/deaf child become 
straight/hearing were the ability there? 
Sympathetic, yes. But, I suppose, the 
difference is that if I had a straight child, I 
wouldn’t try to make them gay because I 
harboured a desire for it. 

Peter and Nita eventually decided not 
to get Heather a cochlear implant and 
Chris and Mari did get one for their son. 
Both were accused of child-abuse by their 
extended family: Peter and Nita, by Peter’s 
hearing parents for denying their daughter 
the opportunity to hear, and Chris and 
Mari by Mari’s deaf parents for subjecting 
their son to dangerous surgery and denying 
him his natural identity. 

The central question is “What is best 
for the child?” And it seems that prevailing 
wisdom is that we are obligated to make 
our children’s lives as easy as possible, 
and to give them every possible advantage. 
From this stance, one is inevitably drawn 
to the conclusion that our children should 
conform to the norm. I suppose I take a 
different perspective on things: it seems to 
me that overcoming challenge builds 
character, self-esteem and self-identity. I 
am much less interested in making life 
easy for my children than in trying to 
support them as they struggle past the 
obstacles that life throws at them, through 
genetics, social circumstance or the luck of 
the draw. I’m thankful that my parents felt 


the same way. As David Gold, Brendan 
Fraser’s character in Twilight of the Golds 
(a topically appropriate film) so eloquently 
puts it, “Everything that you love about me 
is tied to that one element [being gay] that 
makes you queasy. Every human being is 
a tapestry. If you pull one thread or one 
undesirable colour, the whole f***ing 
thing falls apart and you wind up staring at 
the walls.” 

Watching Sound and Fury, 1 was 
surprised to find these same issues coming 
up in such a radically different context. I 
felt like I had found unexpected allies in an 
unlikely place. Now the only question is 
can we—as a majority hearing 
population—and they—as a majority 
straight population—extend compassion 
and understanding towards each other; 
enough so that we realize that we are, in 
fact, not alone? 


Sean McLennan has a degree in 
Linguistics from the University of 
Calgary and he’s currently working 
towards a PhD in Linguistics and 
Cognitive Science at Indiana University. 
In between research, classes, and 
teaching, he does web-design, writes for a 
Japanese English-learning magazine, 
and is active in a local GLBT education 
group. 
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101 
office employment 


PART TIME PHOTOGRAPHER 


Outlooks is looking for a photographer in 
Calgary and Vancouver for “Out & About” 
photos . Honourariam plus expenses. Please 
send resumé to REPLY #0499 


WEBSITE TECHNICIAN 


Part time website maintenance and creation. 
Must be familiar with html & cgi plus good 
overall knowledge & practical experience 
building websites. REPLY # 0480 


103 
trades 


RIVERBEND RENOVATIONS 
Decks * Landscape Architecture ¢ 
Kitchens * Bathrooms ¢ Finishing 

Carpentry 
Personal Service and Quality 
Workmanship 
Call Chris 270-2377 


104 
service industry 


Goliath's / Texas Lounge 


Accepting applications 
for all positions 
Room attendants/Bartenders 
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Fax resume to 233-2153 
or 
goliaths@cadvision.com 
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house for rent 


BRIDGELAND, 3Bdm, 2 bath, older 
home, hardwood floors, garden with apple 
tree, washer, dryer, dishwasher $975 Avail. 
June 1. Days 205-0716 Eve 282-5484. 
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Rooms and Surtes in 
Downtown Calgary 
$40 - $100 per night 
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Best Video 
and DVD for 
sale and rent! 
New releases 
and hard to 

find classics. 
Mail order 

too! 


EXPRESS VIDEO #202, 11745 Jasper 
Ave., Edmonton, Alta) TSKONS 
Ph:780-482-7480. 


E-mail: exec.express@v-wave.com 


Our_ecoxrs 
ILLENNIUM 

MMUNITY 
UNDATION 


Memberships now 
available—only 
$20 for the balance of 2001 
See ad on next page for details 


401 
massage 


Professional relaxation massage, male to 
male by appointment only, serious inquires 
only. Daniel 510-7572 


SWEDISH RELAXATION MASSAGE 


In/out calls, male or female clients, private 
shower, hot oils. Unforgetable massage call 
Mike (403) 229-6885 pager or 
http://come.to/calgarymassage 


Complete this form and mail o 


Journey home: 
RMT deep tissue 
massage to increase 
circulation and 
decrease pain. Very 
relaxing and 
energizing. Non 
sexual. Call Mike 
680-0533. In/out 
calls. 


EDMONTON 


Experienced, certified, professional masseur 
provides firm, relaxing, therapeutic massage. 
Call Matthew at 479-0037. 


402 
friends 


Professional male seeking other like- 
minded males for dinners, conversations, 
movies, outdoor activities and whatever 
else happens! Looking for Mr. Right but 
don’t mind making friends alone the way! 
Age and race are not an issue. I look 
forward to your response. Box# 0205 


Looking for my kind of guy! Very 
attractive, well adjusted transsexual is 
seeking a meaningful and commited 
relationship. If this is you, please reply 
box #0101 


Devious playfull business man, ropes in 
hand, looking for playmate. Reply box #1101 


I'm a very nice, boyish looking person 
searching for a very attractive white male 
with a medium build who is good looking, 
late teens to about 27, living in Calgary. 
Reply box #1102. 


I have black hair, green eyes, 1451bs, 5°5” 
I enjoy swimming, skiing, snowboarding, 
biking, movies and just having fun. Reply 
#1103 


I’m 5’8”, 165lbs, dark hair, brown eyes, 
clean shaven, well built, attractive, 24yr old, 
looking for similar guys 25-35 to get together 
on a casual basis. Reply #1104 


403 


models & escorts 


BONDAGE MODELS wanted for 
members-only fantasy fiction website. 
Payment is on a sliding scale. 18-28, slim to 
muscular preferred. Send recent photo and 
contact information to Reply #1265. 


OUTLOOKS MODELS 


We’re looking for future cover models and 
Don’t You Wish? models. If you're 
interested, send a snapshot along with stats 


Headline: 


CURRENT DEADLINE: May 25, 2001 
r fax it to Outlooks.at the address on Page 3. 
All ads placed on our website at no extra cost. Please do not mail cash. 


INVOICE PLEASE COMPLETE FULLY 


First 25 Words: 
Additional 25 words or less: 


Entire ad in Bold: 


and your phone number to Box 439, Suite 
100, 1039 17th Ave S.W. T2T 0B2. 


WANTED, Male Models for web site 
product promotion. Nude and semi nude. 
More info www.bewellhung.com/model.html 
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dating services 


GET SEX TONIGHT! 

Instant live phone conversations with hot 
Calgary gay men. All live, all the time. For 
your free membership, call 777-9481. 


Local Live. Connections 


¥900-451-3900 G1S0/em) 10> Browse ot 7 


personal growth 


The Art of Loving Workshop Can 
Change Your Life Forever 
Lear the skills you need to create a 
successful loving relationship. Join 
international love & relationship wmiter, and 
lecturer, Paul Mauchline, for his innovative 
and dynamic workshop. Individual and 
couples counseling available by 
appointment. Tel: 403-589-LOVE 
http://www.artofloving.com 
BRINGING LOVE INTO YOUR LIFE 


Everyone invited to the A.G.M. of 
the I.S.C.C.A., S.A. 

Time: 11:00 AM Date: 24 June 2001 
Place: Midnight Cafe & Bar _ 

840 14th ave. SW 


TYLOR ENTERTAINMENT 
PRESENTS THE 
KARAOKE DANCE PARTY 
Saturday May 12, Cresent Heights 
Community Hall - 1101-2nd Street NW. 


Doors open @ 7:30 PM. Karaoke Dance 
Party @ 9:00 PM. 


NO COVER CHARGE 


Proceeds to Beswick House. Contact 
Maranda at 277-3144 


$20.00 


$10.00 
$10.00 
$10.00 


Photograph (1"x1” B&W): 


$15.00 


Border Around Ad: $15.00 
Reply Number Forwarding: 


$5.00 


SUBTOTAL per month: 
FREQUENCY: 

3 issues: SUBTRACT 10% 
6 issues: SUBTRACT 15% 
12 issues: SUBTRACT 20% 
ADD 7% GST: 

GRAND TOTAL: 


= PEN PALS WANTED 

COMING TO YOU VERY SOON! 

I am a young, strong, energetic, handsome, humble guy 
with soft skin and passionate, coming to you very soon. If 
you are a mature male don’t waste time...write now! Name: 
Kwaku Address: Cocoa Avenue Box 1674 Teshie-Mungua 
Estates Accra Ghana W/A e-mail: eooty@us.net 


Tam honest sensitive monogamous and good moral values, 
educated, no smoker, non-alcoholic/drugs. Good looking 
HIV and disease free, 26 yrs. Seeking some special top, 
sincere and monogamous to build a long term relationship 
26-70 yrs. Only serious must apply. Write to: Maxwell 
Gyau PO BOX 1647, SYI Brong Ahafo, Ghana W/A 


Cute Ghanaian lad, 22 yrs, genuine, honest, 
submissive, versitile and romantic with solid attractive 
chocolate body. Seek a man for perm. relationship. Ant 
age/race Write to: Osei Koffour c/o Dubea Box 13695 
Kumasi A/R Ghana West/Africa. Phone 002336126095. 


Dark african guy 25, sexy, versitile in bed, no time 
waster, seeks serious gentleman for meaningful 
telationship. Write to: Michael Wilfred Terrence Square 
Box 994 Sunyani-Ghana West Africa. 


Iam a good looking Ghanaian gay guy. I am 23 years 
old. Body builder, slim genuine boy who is good, clean 
smooth body, attractive, caring, affectionate versatile and 
straight actor. 1 would be very happy to meet a white good 
man for lasting frienship. Francis Osei Yaw Box 2301 
Sunyani-B/A Ghana W/A. 


Cute boyish looks 20, 75Kg, 182cm, slim, sexy with 
solid smooth attractive chocolate body. Submissive, 
versitile, romantic and genuine boy. I’m interested in 
photography, nature, travel, having fun, making friends and 
going pubs. Visiting your country very soon. seek a nice 
gay guy to exchange hot erotic letters and photos. all letters 
will be answered. Writ to: Amoah Boachie Gideon Top Hill 

ve. Box 18 Sunyani B/A/R Ghana, West Africa Phone: 
233-61-24350. Fax: 00233-61-24351. e-mail: 
gideon2000@yahoo.com. 


_ IT am Ghanaian boy of 25 years, tall, good looking, 
slim athletic body, honest and affectionatte seeking for 
one who is special to corresponing with. Share 
dreams and possible meeting, all letters answered Mr. 
: 1 Kofi Hamburg, Camp Box 947 Sunyani- 

ana W/Africa. 


South African handsome black boy. Live in West 

a, 24, cute, sexy. Seeks older man preferably non- 
smoker, leading to stable relationship. Let’s take it slow, 
friendship first, reply assured. Write to Abdul Rasheed, 
Box Sy - 803, SYI - Brong Ahafo - Ghana West Africa 


_____A gay partner wanted. Are you a kind-hearted, easy 
going, personality who would love to establish a long-term 
relationship with a black british guy? Can you accomodate 
or travel? If yes, then get in touch for a nice time. Age and 
[looks are not necessary. Write to Yaw Owusu, 8 Sharon 
Avenue, Kelloe - Durham DH6-4NE England 


I am looking for honest gay guy for long-term 
relationship. If yes, write to me. Kofi Abbrey, PO Box 141, 
Sun Yani - B/A, Ghana - W/A 


Young Black Guy 24 years, good hearted, healthy, 
clear. I’m looking for love to share my life. I am tired of 
being alone and I hope I will have the chance to meet 
someone special. Kwame Fei-Chinneboah, PO Box 1672, 

‘| Sunyani, B/A, Ghana, W. Africa. 
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507 


general 


WANTED: 


Unwanted new and used evening wear & accessories. 
Free pick-up. Call Maranda at 277-3144. 


600 
travel 


GayTravelExperts.com Lesbian and Gay + Land and Sea 
Vacation Experiences. 


602 
travel Alberta 


Bed & Breakfast 
1725 - 12 Street SW ; 


Located in the Heart of 
Calgary 
Beautiful 1910 


Very Comfortable Rooms with Many Extras 
New Indoor ‘Spa’ with Deluxe Jacuzzi 
Close to Clubs & Calgary's Best Dining 
Treat Yourself for Business or Pleasure 


(403) 244-6693 


Website: www.thefoxwood.com 
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Si B&B 
EDMONTON 
Swimming pool and Antique rooms 


TV/VCR (780) 483-1572 
www.telusplanet.net/public/nlight 
nlight69@hotmail.com 


603 
travel BC 


VISITING KELOWNA? 


Doyle House Bed & Breakfast welcomes you! Open year 
round, gay operated, rates from $45. 250-868-1018 


The Flags- Kelowna 


Gay B&B with the pleasures of a resort 


swimming pool 
hot tub 


close to ski slopes 
open all year 
Sauna huge breakfasts 
clothing optional warm hospitality 


Pee ee 


reserve toll-free: 1-886-762-8184 
web: http://members.home.net/theflags 
email: theflags@home.com 


Nelson, B.C. 


Our late Victorian home offers guests two 
antique appointed bedrooms, sumptuous 
breakfasts, an outdoor hot tub; all enjoyed with a 
fabulous view of Kootenay Lake. 

Raylene & Laura, 1016 Hall Mines Rd. (250) 


354-1128, Fax (250) 354-1128 Email: 
dragnfly@netidea.com 


; 701 
business services 


Accurate Accounting Services: personal taxes, GST 
returns, bookkeeping, business returns, payroll and corporate 
retums. Call Bernard at 263-0691 
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(2 for 1 any coffee or specia beverage) 
Cruiseline 
(50% off next Cruiseline membership atv With The 
Times) — 


Name: 
Address: 


Postal .GOdG: sees meat ee ee 
[J | have included a cheque for $20 payable to Outlooks Millennium Community Foundation. 
] Please bill my: LJ VISA [) MasterCard () Diner's Club 
Number: Expiry Date: 
Fax to (403) 228-7735 or mail to Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Avenue S.W. Calgary AB T2T 02 § 


IMPORTANT NOTICE TO READERS 


Chapters has decided they will no 
longer be an Outlooks distribution point 
as of April 1“ 2001 
Please check the below locations: 


Ig SOURCE ADULT VIDEO 


Prince Albert 
3300 294 Ave. W. .763-0922 


Edmonton 
11824 St. Albert Trail . 100: 
454-8341 


12930 97'h Street . 473-2082 
3364 Parsons Road . 468-3178 


7807 103" Street . 432-2803 
13042 50h Streeet . 406-0272 
10046 163°4 Street . 486-1006 


Grand Prairie 
22 100th Ave . 539-9098 


Lethbridge 
1503 3% Ave S. 317-1400 


Vancouver 
2838 East Hastings Street 
251-9191 


7994 Granville . 264-4446 
Red Deer 


4957 49th Street . 346-9099 Calgary 
10210 Macleod Trail S 
271-7848 

1127 17th Ave. SW. 
4310 17th Ave. SE . 273-2701 
1536 16th Ave. NW . 289-4203 


#4, 2770 3294 Ave. NE 
250-8225 


Fort McMurray 


Saskatoon 
727A 224 Street W. .652-9717 


1800 — 8h Street E. .955-1115 
604 Circle Drive E. .244-8700 


9914 King Street . 743-9092 


244-6537 
Regina 
310 Albert Street . 949-4999 
200 Victoria Avenue E 
.352-2588 Moose Jaw 
907 Main Street N. .692-3373 


For full list of distribution points go to 


nwww.outiooks.ab.ca 
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Dear Freddy, 

I have been involved in a long- 
distance relationship for over a year 
now and I’m starting to feel weird 


about it. Whenever we’re apart, I go 
crazy missing my man—and 
whenever we’re together for a visit, I 
can’t wait to be apart. I guess what 
I’m saying is that it’s easier and more 
convenient to love him from a 
distance. Is there something wrong 
with me emotionally? 
Long-distance Lover 


Dear Long-distance, 

Yes, there is. 

-Fred : 

P.S. It sounds to me like you are in 
love with the idea of this guy but can’t 
face the reality (responsibility?) of 
being with him for more than a 
weekend. Long-distance relationships 
do prevent you from being overloaded 
with those annoying little habits mates 
have (cap off the toothpaste, whistling 
nose, duvet-hogging, etc.) but they are 
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not terribly satisfying in the longrun. 
My advice: break it off. No need to — 


flog a dead horse when-you can flog AS 


your todger and not have to worry about © 
large phone bills and keeping Up 


correspondence. 

You may want to look into one of 
those inflatable John Holmes dolls 
advertised in the pages of last month’s 
issue of this paper. I’m not sure who 
John Holmes is, but I’m sure that he’s 
better than a “do-me Jennifer” doll with 
a Magic Marker mustache. And I 
guarantee that he won’t leave the cap off 
the toothpaste tube. 

Now go away, you’re bumming me 
out. 

Lots of love, 

Freddy 


Dear Freddy, 

I am writing you on a most 
urgent matter. My lover and I were 
recently visiting his parents, who 
seemed like a very nice "settled" 
couple. I began to suspect something, 
though, when his father kept brushing 
up against my crotch, which is pretty 
decent if I say so myself. 

Later that night, I got up to get a 
glass of water, and his father just 
happened to be up as well. The next 
thing that happened is still a shock to 
me: we looked at each other and 
instantly started having the best sex 
of our lives! Now we are in love. How 


Dear Keep 
“Well—from your cle 
off I think I know who the fop is! 
Unless, of course, you were just being 
cute and the family (several members?) 
is keeping it inside of you. 

First of all, I have a moral 
obligation to tell you that this is an 
outrageously inappropriate arrangement 
you’ve got going on here. Now, on to 
the good stuff... 

Did you decide at an early age that 
your own father’s parental skills were 


somewhat lacking and that you’d rather ~ 


be “reared” by someone else’s dear old 
dad? Is this a “deep-seated” neurosis? 
If so, how deep? (I’m just trying to get a 
mental picture here, in the name of 
comprehensive analysis.) 

Actually, Keeping It, what you 
have here is a classic case of jumping 
the gun. Don’t you know that you’re 
supposed to Jook at your partner’s 
parents (whichever he resembles most, 
or both if that’s applicable) to see what 
you’re going to get stuck with later on in 
life? That is, IF the relationship 
holds—and I say you’re pushing your 
luck (among other things) with this little 
escapade. 

Might I suggest that, if you find old 
pops so arousing, you keep this routine 


Vancouver 
Edmonton 
Medicine Hat 


Banff 


Calgary 
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5 Local Live Connections 


604-257-5555 
780-490-2299 
403-580-8013 
403-760-7621 


-900-451-3800 ($1.99/min.) 18+ Browse at www..interactivemale.co’ 


have a perfect stand-in. What could be 
more divine? 

Hugs, 

Fred 

P.S. You may want to take your new 
“mother-in-law” aside and fill her in 
(not that way, you pig!) on some of this. 
Chances are she’s been indulging the old 
boy digitally all these years, and would 
love an opportunity to wash her hands 
and stop faking orgasms. 


Write Xo me, Dears! 


All letters become the property of 
Outlooks and are subject to editing. 
Write to: Dear Freddy, 


c/o Outlooks, Box 439, Suite 100, 
1039 17th Ave. S.W. 
Calgary, AB T2T 0B2 
or e-mail to 
- outlooks@cadvision.com 


Need extra cash? 
Sell something. 


Take out a classified ad in Outlooks. 


Lethbridge 


403-327-3280 
Red Deer 


403-346-4006 
Whistler 


604-935-0222 


For 175 other local cities 


1-888-272-7277 


| 403-261-2100 


Use FREE code 8245 


& MORE 


DON'T HOLD BACK 


VIDEOS 
PHOTOS 


www.gayhardlooks.com 


Gay games and puzzles. 


Live video chat. 


Memberships in Calgary available at Rainbow Pride Resource Centre. 


DEVIL IS A BOTTOM 

From: All Worlds Video 

Featuring: Blake Harper, Hans Ebson, Scott 
Lyons, Gabe Rivers, Gregg Rockwell, Jeremy Tucker, 
Mickey Skee 


Running Time: 75 minutes. 


They say there’s a little bit of the Devil in every- 
one—and after you watch this movie you'll see why. Have 
you ever wanted something so badly you would do anything 
to get it? When Jeremy, Hans and Scott get together at mid- 
night, anything is possible. As the leader of the threesome, 
Jeremy explains the myth that if you say the Lord’s prayer 
backwards into a mirror at midnight the Devil himself will 
appear. This is not recommended for the faint of heart , but 


DON’T HOLD BACK 

From: Galaxy Pictures 

Featuring: Titan, Storm, Brad Erikson, Vincent De Marco, 
Cory Hunter, Jay Richards, Tyler Morgan, John Dante, Karl Thomas 
and Chris Collins as “The Fantasy Stud” 


Running Time: 90 minutes. 


When sexy Karl Thomas arrives at Cory Hunter’s 
house, he notices the construction workers have almost 
completed their job on the outside renovations. Inside, 
he finds Cory searching through his files for some lost 
paperwork. It’s not hard to see that Cory is bored, and 
Karl has an idea to brighten up the afternoon chores. As 
Karl peels off his T-shirt to reveal great abs and pecs, 
Cory quickly forgets the lost papers and turns to the new 
job at hand with great zeal. The tool belts may be on the 
workmen outside, but these two soon reveal they have 


for these three daring men this is an experiment they can’t 
resist. Jeremy reads from the Bible while Hans and Scott 
watch from a distance. When the handsome Devil, Blake 
Harper, appears in the mirror all three men are stunned, and 
claim it was an accident—they didn’t mean to summon the 
Devil. However, Jeremy quickly recovers from his shock and 
encourages them to make a pact with the Devil in exchange 
for having their wishes granted. For himself, Jeremy asks to 
be rich and Hans asks for someone special to fall in love with 
him. Scott struggles with his own wish and blurts out quickly 
his desire for a big dick. All three wishes are granted and the 
Devil departs with the warning that he will return after they’ve 
enjoyed their rewards. In disbelief, the three friends go their 
separate ways, not sure of what lies ahead for one another. 
Scott goes home and alone in front of the mirror 
he thinks he will be Mr. Peanut Dick forever, that Satan lied 


impressive tools to work with on the inside, too. What 
follows is an afternoon interlude that would take the 
boredom out of any work day. 

Next is a scene with Titan, whose fantasies always 
come true when he’s asleep on his bed for an afternoon 
nap. In this case, his “Fantasy Stud” is Chris Collins, 
whose twelve-inch tool does the job with great skill. 
Titan is an easy match for this well-hung expert and the 
two together are a visual feast of men at work. If only 
every fantasy could come to life with such pleasure—this 
is a size queen’s dream come true. Titan wants his 
fantasy man to stay all night, and it’s not hard to see 
why! 

Leafing through the pages of a porn magazine, Jay 
Richards is surprised when his friend John Dante walks 
into his home. John has incredible Latino looks and a 
body to match. Jay is intrigued when John compares 
himself to the cover model and is not shy about revealing 


$2.95: 


4 DAY TRIAL 


about granting their wishes. When the new day dawns, Scott 
awakens and, much to his surprise, the Devil has delivered on 
his promise. His new endowment is bigger than his wildest 
dreams and Jeremy jumps for joy. Each of the three com- 
padres reap similar delights as their wishes come true. But the 
joy is short-lived when it comes time to pay the Devil. As in 
all good fairy tales, there is a happy ending and a moral to this 
story—be careful what you wish for, it might just come true 
and you may not be able to live without it. 


Review sponsored by Express Video, #202 11745 Jasper 
Avenue, Edmonton, (780) 482-7480. 
Email: exec.express@v-wave.com 


RATING: ourT OF FIVE POSSIBLE STARS 


MUSIC: ke tok SET: tok tok 


BODIES: ttt STORY: tet tok 
ACTION SCENES: *#&kk*& 


the similarities between the two of them. In fact, Jay no 
longer needs the magazine as they quickly get down to 
work together. 

The all-star cast in this movie is unforgettable, but 
you ll want to ignore the ghastly taste in home furniture 
and clothes. These sets are so bad you'll wonder who the 
designer was, but you’ll know the talent scout had a great 
eye for superstuds. However, there’s enough hot action 
and hot bodies that you'll hardly notice where the 
passion takes place. 


Review sponsored by Source Adult Video, 10210 
MacLeod Tr S.; 2770 22nd Ave NE; 1536 16th Ave NE; 3 4310 
17th Ave SE; 1127 17th Ave SW, Calgary 


RATING: ourT OF FIVE POSSIBLE STARS 


MUSIC: ek SET: &*& 


BODIES: toto} STORY: *k&*& 
ACTION SCENES: * 3k *& 


THE NOONER 


CHECK-IN TIAM-2PM DAILY FOR $6 LOCKER OR $9 ROOM - 4 HOUR MAX. 


MILITARY MONDAYS 
CHECK-IN 4PM-MIDNIGHT WITH MILITARY OR STUDENT ID - 20% OFF 


BUDDY NIGHT WEDNESDAYS 
CHECK-IN 4PM-MIDNIGHT - 1ST GUY REGULAR PRICE, 2ND GUY FREE 


CHECK OUR FREQUENT VISITORS POLICY FOR REWARDS 


25 PRIVATE ROOMS 


4 SLING ROOMS 


3 DOUBLE ROOMS 
1 DOUBLE TV ROOM 


4TV ROOMS 


LARGE SHOWER AREA 


HOT TUB 
SAUNA 


LOCKERS 
2 XXX VIDEO ROOMS 
GLORY HOLE BOOTHS 
LOCK BOXES 
CABLE TV LOUNGE 
FREE CONDOMS 

PLUSH WHITE TOWELS 
CLEAN, SAFE, SECURE 


RATES APPLY TO 12 HOUR VISITS 


+e oat 


Cruiseline’s Talking Classifieds ¢ Instant Live Connections with Local Hot Men « Erotic Stories 


These are just a few of the thousands of hot 
talking classified ads appearing right now on 
Cruiseline Talking Classifieds. Record your own 
ad or listen to 1000's of ads for FREE! 


Membership Information 


__© Cruise through 1000's of voice ads or record your own ads... FREE! 
Just calf 777-9494 (Calgary) or 413-7122 (Edmonton) and 


follow the recorded instructions. 


Respond to voice ads or retrieve messages as low as 10¢/min! 


° For membership info, call Customer Service toll-free at 
1-877-882-2010 (Calgary), 1-877-882-2007 (Edmonton) 


or visit one of our cash locations: 
Calgary: With the Times (2 locations) 


2212A - 4th Street SW & 118 10th Street NW 


24 hr Customer Service: 877-882-201 


ijustifriends, 


Box 2669; 30, on the line to meet new friends and 
maybe who knows what else? I'm basically looking for 
someone to spend time with in the spring and summer, 
biking, rollerblading, hiking, camping, stuff like that. I'm out 
of the bar scene right now, but we can go to the bars and 
maybe the movies and stuff like that. I'm 5'5", 140Ib, 
blond hair, brown eyes, looking for basically new friends, 


Box 2681: Mike, 28, gay Caucasian male living in down- 
town Calgary, looking for other young men who want to 
have some fun. | like the outdoors, just sitting and talk- 
Ing, almost everything as long as it’s fun. | have blond 
hai, blue eyes, 5°11", 150Ib. 


Box 2953; Early 30s white male, brown hair and eyes, look: 
ing for somebody to have a beer with. What | enjoy is hik- 
ing, travelling, photography. What I'm interested in is some- 
Dody to be fnends first, and if they are interesting and | have 
an attraction for them, then possibly something more, 


2877: Torrey, new to Calgary, just moved from 
|'m 5'9’, blond hair, green eyes, | guess 


for compani 
of piercings and stuff 


Box 2883: How can | tell you about myself in 60 sec 


at Keeps Starbucks 


nds? | can't wha 
6. Brown hair 
and eye SO f you are, hit 3 
ma fun guy with a wide y Of interests, including 
hotography but a lot of other things. Looking for friends 
ist and then hopefully @ relationship can develop from 
that. | am attracted to men that are on the larger side, 
football player but more of a chubby build, usually around 
39 and a nonsmoker. Hopefully we can hook up, meet, 
discuss things and see where it goes from there. 


Ma 32 year old gay white male, 190 


10:00 am - 11:00 pm, 7 days 


Edmonton: Down Under 
12224 Jasper Ave 
Open 24 hrs/day 


..or visit any Western Union outlet! 


(877-882-2007 (Edmonton) 


Box 2885; Asian male, 30'something, 5'7”, 140lb, good- 
looking, very fit, easy-going, straight-acting and looking, 
emotional and outgoing personal. Looking for Asian or 
Caucasian male who is fit, straight acting and looking. 
Around 25-40 for friendship, possible relationship. 


Box 2909: This 32 year old nowhas 60 seconds to try 
and convince you that | am your perfect soulmate, So, 
here goes. 'm just your regular run-of-the-mill guy that's 
passionate, caring and looking {o fall in love. They always 
say that love never comes your way where you're look- 
ing for it, well, I'm a believer that unless you make the 
effort, why should it come to you? So this is just anoth- 
er avenue to meet people. I'm looking for men who are 
grounded, who know what they want and for men who 
have an extremely bizarre sense of humour, that defi- 
nitely helps when going out with me, | have great friends 
and family and am looking to have somebody share my 
fe, not become my life. | think you probably know what 
mean when | say that 


Box 2927: I'm 22, looking for a lonaterm relationship 
and the guys that I'm looking for are spontaneous, funny, 
hopeless romantic and enjoy the fun in life. I'm 5'9" 
yown hair, baby blue eyes, 170lb, and husky. 'm look- 
ing for fendship first and then who knows what will 
come out of that 


Box 2956: I'm a manly masculine guy, 6'2", 170lb, 
brown hair, blue eyes, clean-shaven, smooth upper 
jody, Looking for a smooth guy that is small, slendey, 
under 140Ib, very boyish, very affectionate and! likes to 
de kissed and held 


56 


2644: Attractive, Asian male, 28, dark hair, brown 
eyes, looking for someone to have some fun with tonight 


casual 

encounters 
Box 2719: I'm looking for someone with a fairly big 
cock and can shoot a tremendous large amount .of 
cum. | love the visual of a big dick that can fire a lot of 
juice. | myself have a nice cock, moderately thick, 7° 
Cut, massive mushroom head on it, clean-shaven balls 
and can also fire a lot of cum. | prefer swimmer's type 
build but not necessarily a must, but definitely looking 
for large cock, 


Box 2658: |'m just checking things out here, I've had a 
few encounters with men and | would like to meet some- 
one 25-30 for a casual encounter and maybe something 
ongoing, |'m 30, 5'5", 140lb, blond hair, brown eyes, 


Box 2667: Half Jamaican/half German, 5'7°, black hair, 
xs, medium build, mostly 2 top, can be a bot 

Just looking to hook up with some guys and have 

some fun, chill out, watch a movie, maybe cuddle 


Box 2743: I'm Jemy, 40, 59", 145]b, green eyes, 
moustache, a few tattoos, slim, 7* cut, balls are shaved 
Into oral, anal, masturbation, porn. Definitely looking to 
travel, looking for hot times with other guys, any age, 
couples, TV, transsexuals, 


Box 2752: |'m looking for a top out there in his mid-30s 
to early 40s, Love all kinds of sex, top, bottom, I'm 24, 
510°, 175lb, dark hair and eyes, moderately hairy, 


Box 2761: I'm 25, good-looking Asian male, 5'5°, 140Ib, 
very clean, discreet, very inexperienced, looking for 
someone 20-35, who will be willing to show me the way. 


Box 2781: I'm 18, 57°, 130lb, nice swimmers build, 
clean-shaven, muscular legs, Chinese, very good-look- 
ing, 7° uncut, nice and thick. Looking for guys with a 
nice body, who know what they want. 


Box 2809: |'m Jeff, 45, top, looking for a bottom, 5'8", 
1865lb, very hairy chest, stomach, 6° cut cock. Enjoy 
giving and receiving oral and anal. 


Box 2819: I'm David, 37, hazel eyes, dark brown hair 
200Ib, average build, a bit of a paunch, 8°. Looking for 
New experiences, need to be taught new things. 


Box 2875: Pretty slim and fit guy, 5'8°, 140Ib, brown 
hair and eyes, clean-shaven, moderately hairy, fairly well- 
endowed, very open-minded and down-to-earth, nat into 
games. Just looking for some hot man-to-man fun. 


Box 2889: |'m 21, living in the Banff National Park, just 
moved here from the east coast, 5'10", 1551p, good 
shape, good-looking, brown hai, hazel eyes, Looking for 
someone in Banff Park or in Calgary. | do get weekends 
off so | can travel in, so someone who preferably has 
their own place, 19-25, who is also good-looking and 
in good shape, 


Box 2916: Hey studs, this young hot buck, 23, dark hair 
and eyes, slim build, 7-1/2" uncut meat, looking for 
some hot suck and fuck action. The hotter the better, the 
dirtier the raunchier, it all goes. 


Box 2939: Im a masculine, muscular, bottom boy, early 
40s, 5'8", 160)b, hairy body, 8" cock. Looking for an 
aggressive top, well-hung, loves to fuck, lots of body con: 

tact and I'm a great cocksucker. I'm in pretty good shape 


Box 2942: I'm 24, 6', 170Ib, blond hair, blue eyes, 
good shape, good-looking, 8° cut, looking for guys that 
afe in good shape for fun. 


Box 2944: I'm 26, 5'10", 1751b, very muscular, 45° 
chest, 31" waist. Looking for an older, well-endowed 
top. | ike to play some sports, golf, hiking, camping 
provocatively | quess. 


eatier & Sg 


Box 2798: I'm Steven, 32, very submissive, 8" cut, clean 
shaven, blue eyes, brown hair, very passionate, very loving, 


Box 2699; I'm a submissive bottom, looking for a guy 
with a nice big cut cock, enjoy sucking, licking, swallow- 
ing cum and looking for a guy to piss in my mouth. 


Box 2748: Bottom, 24, dark hair and eyes, looking for a 
top who knows what he likes, kes to be serviced, and likes 
to tell a bottom what to do and when to do it. Looking for 
{op in his mid to early 40s, masculine and all that 

Box 2868: Young attractive male on the line, 
submissive, seeking older males, older 

females, for domination. Am 

somewhat experienced in the 

past, tall, 5'11”, 170lb, dark 

haif, dark eyes, attractive, 

very expenenced, but 

clean and discreet 


Box 2958; Mid-30 
male, looking for domi- 

fant top, male, female, 
couples, into anything and 
everything, pretty open-minded, 
love to talk, 


bears;jbigijmen 
&itheirzadmirers 
Box 2799; I'm a tall attractive, masculine, bear, in my 
early 40s, 'm from out of town, | get into Calgary quite 


often. Looking for attractive men who are into very mas- 
culine bear-type quys. 


Box 2831; I'm Jim, 34, 5'10", short brown hair, hazel 
eyes, 8” uncut. I'm looking for somebody to connect 
with, and go from there, 


Box 2891; 'm a 32 year old, gay white male, 6’, brown 
air, brown eyes, 190!b. I'm not into the bar scene, or one 
fight stands, so if you are, hit 3 now. Obviously I'm look- 
ing for a heavier set guy, stocky, chubby build, nonsmok- 
er like myself: Looking for frlendship first, and with the right 
Quy, hopefully a longterm relationship can develop. | have 
awide variety of interests, including most importantly pho- 
tography, travel, lots of other things like that 


iphonelbuddies, 


Box 2668; |'m calling from Grand Prairie, planning on 
moving to Calgary shortly. 'm 20 years old, 5'9°, 140Ib 
I'm native, dark brown hait, and brown eyes. Looking to 
meet some people for friendship and more. 


Box 2949: Jeff here, and basically what I'm looking for 
is a phone buddy, | love phone sex, | am a pretty mus- 
cular guy, pretty athletic, long brown hair, nice green 
eyes, and I'm just looking for somebody who wants to 
be my phone buddy. And basically what | like to do, is 
get off over the phone, and possibly set up something 
So we could meet 


Box 2696: 39 year old, late style transvestite, transl 
tioning to a more permanent female Ifestyle, seeking 
male admirers/companions, hopefully for longterm, | am 
5'9", 135lb, tanned, toned, completely shaved, and 
transitioning to a complete female lifestyle. Seeking 


men, who would like those type of poker buddies, as 
well as other TVs or crossdressers, who are also inter- 
ested in interacting or meeting with a lifestyle transves- 
tite. Preferably looking for someone on the gay side 
You're interested, and you're safe, clean, sane, discreet, 
fice, compassionate, and want to treat a woman the way 
she should be treated, 


Box 2722: 'm seeking a wel-adjusted transsexual, for a 
meaningful relationship, and maybe you're the 

one for me. | don’t Know, I'm 5'10", 

200Ib, dark hair green eyes, 

clean-shaven, well-muscled 

body, good-looking, 39 


Box 2739: Im Tom, 

40 year old, single 

white male, well- 

endowed, 6’, 180Ib, 

have a moustache, 

blond hair, blue eyes. 

Willing to meet, and 

would like to meet, guys 

that are into dressing up as 
girls, TVs, or TGs. 


Box 2742: I'm a 6'3", 2351p, male, | am very open- 
Minded, spontaneous, very adventurous. I'm seeking 
some very hot, transgendered girls, for some erotic, day 
or evening encounters. You're able to entertain, and 
you'd lke to play a litle bit. 


Box 2857: Can someone out there make my wish come 
true? What my wish i, | want fo suck a nice big cock, while 
someone is wearing a garter Delt and stockings. This 6'1", 
180), clean, 6-1/2 to 7° uncut, would really ike some- 
one fo go down on ‘em, while they're wearing lingerie, 


Box 2859: Bisexual crossdresser, very feminine, 24 
year old male, very homy, very sexy. Willing to please, 
will do almost anything, 


Box 2874: 'm a mature easy-going, 44, single guy, 
who would ike to meet a feminine TS or TV. 55", 
1451, slim, muscular, work out a lot, clean, discreet, 
easy-going, and gentle, 


Box 2899: I'm 36, 5'11”, 160lb, short sandy blond 
hai, blue eyes, 6° cut, and I'm on 

line just looking for a 

crossdresser, for int 

mate encoun- 

ters. Love to 

both give and 

receive oral 


Box 2901) |'m 

Bree, | have 

blond hair, blue eyes, 

58°, slim, a nice figure, 

and 'm attractive. 'm a very pass- 

able, crossdresser who loves to wear bras, panties, 
nylons, dresses, heels, and makeup to make myself more 
pretty and attractive. {'m looking for other crossdressers, 
oF transvestites, who want to have fun with. And other men 
too. | love anal and all sex pleasure. 


bisexuals} 


Box 2670: 37 years old, in good shape, 5'8", 175lb, | 
Work out, short hair, short moustache, a few tattoos. First 
time at this, very curious, I'm not shy in any way. I'm built 


www.cruiseline.c. 


good down below, and just wondering if anybody wants 
to have a litte bit of fun. | wish to explore a dark side, | 
quess you could say. 


Box 2678: |'m Mike, a 29 year old bisexual male, blond 
halt, blue eyes, 5'10", 185lb, | have a smooth body, 
clean-shaven face, 6-1/2° cut, | also keep my balls and 
ass shaved. | am a preferable bottom boy. You are seri- 
ous, clean, discreet, and within my own age range. 


Box 2697: 'm Bob, I'm a tal, masculine, bi male. Very 
Clean, safe, and discreet. I've got blue eyes, brown hair, 
Cleancut, clean-shaven, good-looking, boy-next-door, 
hairy chest and legs, nice hot gorgeous ass, about 8” cut. 
| shave my cock, balls and ass, I'm open-minded, very 
sexual, versatile, | love big cocks. I'm looking for a hot 
couple, the woman likes to watch, or join in, 30 years 
old, 6:2", 195Ip, very passionate, and very serious. 


Box 2700: I'm in the downtown area, have a place of 
my own, and I'm looking for guys who are into. getting 
their cocks sucked. I'm looking for quys with nice big cut 
cocks that are in fairly good shape. | enjoy sucking and 
licking, love to eat cum, and have a lot of fucking stam- 
ina. 'm 5'11", 170lb, good shape, 


Box 2721: |'m 37, 62”, 190Ib, brown hair, brown eyes, 
moustache. Slim build, I'm in good shape, | work outside 
all year round. I'm bi-curious, recently divorced. What 
{'m looking for is bisexual couples, for first me experi- 
ence, or bi-curious men, preferred married men. 


Box 2737: 23 years old, dark hair, blue eyes, 5'9”, 
1451p, very good-looking, cute, 7° uncut, immed pubic 
hair, and I'm in good shane, I'm looking for guys out | 
there with a wife or a oirfriend, that would let me join in. 
or watch. | am bisexual, very laid-back, easy-going, 
good sense of humour, fun to be around. 


Box 2759: Curious, open-minded individual, 5'9", 
15010, light brown hair, brown eyes, got a smooth tight 
butt, and looking for top men. | can entertain, pretly 
open-minded, just looking to have some times 
with some good tops. 

Box 2767: This is Franke, looking for some fun tonight, 
any sort of fun is okay with me, I'm in Lethbridge tonight, 
So anyone in Lethbridge... 


Box 2777: 'm a 19 year old bisexual male, 
6’, 1851, cury brown hair, 

: blue eyes, 6-1/2" 

uncut. I'm look- 


= minded, and also 
~ clean, safe, and discreet, and 
looking for the same. 


Box 2787: |'m 5'8", 175lb, love working out, short hair, 
moustache, built good down below. I'm new at this 
bisexual, I'm very curious, I'm not shy in any. way, I'm 
looking for someone 8” or bigger, I'm looking for a first 
time at it, but | want 2 nice one 


Box 2835; Straight acting bi guy, straight looking, look- 
ing for fit, versatile tops. Should be in your 20s or 30s, 
safe, clean and discreet. Have a place to entertain, 


Box 2845: 19, 5'11", 161lb, brown hair, brown eyes, 
gymnastics build, would like to get to know guys around 
my age, who are bisexual and would like to hang out. 
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membership billed to your 
phone for $24.95 by calling 
1-900-451-2853 (Edmonton), 
or 1-900-451-8434 
(Calgary) 
jours a day. 


Photo: Robert Laliberté 
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Bigger AND FREE! Call now for your 100 minute free membership 
so you can meet hot Calgary men right now! Enter access code 3205. 


maernpsassenyont z scenes” ema a 
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| Check out Cruiseline's Time-of-day specials! ition 


Rush Hour! 
5 pm - 7 pm, Mon - Fri. 


You are billed only 1 minute for every 2 that you are on 
Cruiseline’s All-Male Live Connections! 


| 2 Breakfa t import Get Bumper to Bumper!! 


Cruiseline is a division of Pink Triangle Press, a gay-owned and operated not for profit company. For more information about Cruiseline, call our helpful 24-hour Customer Service at (Calgary)1-877-882-2010 (Edmonton)1-877-882-2007. 
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- For more information, contact the ARGRA Hotline at (403) 541-8140, visit the website at www.argra.org 
i 274-4574. 


Weekend packages from $54 (until May 31st) — Charge your tickets by phone (403) 938-7329 (VISA only) For campsite reservations (srrorigly recommended), call Symon's Valley Ranch at (403) 2 
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